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JOB. The most sublime treatment of the great 
mystery of human suffering is given in the 
Book of Job in the Bible. The hero of this 
d;ramatic poem. is a wealthy chieftain of the land 
of Uz, somewhere between Palestine and the 
Eu~hrates, who is noted as a God-fearing and 
upright man. But to test whether his righteous-

JOFFRE 

tion ~e was called to . arms in the Franeo
P:russian W~r of 1870-71. At the end .of the 
disastrous Siege of Paris he saw the victorious 
Germans march into his beloved city. 

He never forgot that memorable scene, and 
he spent the next 40 years in making himself 
and France ready, should the Prussian foe 

?ess will. remain strong " . , · 
m suffering as in pros- PAPA JOFFRE, THE HERO OF THE MARNE 
perity, God allows ';.~ 

strike again. J o:ffre 
completed his military 
training and saw many 
years of service in the 
]french colonies in • 
Africa and Asia. 

Satan to inflict Job 
with terrible misfor
tunes the loss of his 
childien, the loss of 
his property, and the 
attack of a loathsome 
disease. 

When Job cries out 
in his great anguish, 
his friends come to him 
and tell him that all 
this suffering has come 
upon him through sin. 
But Job refuses' to 
believe that his suffer
ing is punishment for 
wrong-doing ; he cries 
out to God for some 
other explanation. 
Filled with pain and 
doubt and discourage
ment as Job is, he still 
has not lost his faith 

• 

in God. "I know that 

When the World 
War ,broke out in 1914, 
Joffre was at once 
made commander of 
all the French force~ 
on the Western front, 
and held this position 
for two years. In the 
face of the powerful 
and crushing onslaught 
of the German army 
through Belgium, he 
ordered his troops to 
retire mile after m j] e 
into France. Many 
feared that the boast 
of the Germans to 
''take Christmas dinner 
in Paris'' would be 
realized. But J offre 
·was calm. 

After five weeks of 
wearying and discour
aging retreat, the clar
ion ~ call went · forth 
(.September 6, 1914) : 

,~ ~~~'Soldiers, we are 

my Redeemer liveth," 
he says ; and at last 
God, speaking out of 
the whirlwind, answers 
him. Job, humbled 
by this vision of God's 
power, bows in sub
mission, realizing that 
the great mysteries of 
life are beyond man's 

Thi~ is the great simpJe-hea~ted citizen o~ Fran~e who~e attacking. Advance 
patience, courage, and skill ach1eved the glonous vtctory on · I 

understanding. 

the Marne. The very soldiers who won this battle for him, as ong as you can~ 
for France, and for the liberty of the world, gave him the When you can no 
affection~te nick-name "Papa," to expre~s their ~pp~eciation longer advance hold 

of h1s paternal care for them and thetr trust 1n h1m. . . 'W 

JOFFRE, (zho'fr'), JosEPH JAcQuEs CESAJRE 
(born 1852). ·"The Victor of the Marne," who 
haltl3d the overwhelming rush of the Germans 
in 1914 and saved Paris and France, rose from 
the humblest circumstances to an jmperishable 
place in history. His father was a maker of 
wine casks in the extreme southern part of 
France. The boy was so little interested in this 
kind of work that his father once declared, " If 
·our Joseph amounts to anything it will be at his 
books, and not at the cooper's trade." So the 
future Marshal of France was sent to the famous 
~ . 
Ecole Poljtechnique in Paris, where he prepared 
himself for a military career. 

"Be1ore tb.e JTOUng man b.ad. finished. his educa-

~ · your · position. hen 
you can no longer hold it: die ! " Every man 
responded to this call. The result was the 
glorious victory on the Marne River, and all 
France acclajmed " Papa " J p:ffre as the 
saviour of France. 

For Joffre's valuable services, his country 
conferred upon him the title of Marshal, the 
highest military honour. in France, and 
decorated him with the Grand Cross of the 
Legion of Honour. His . removal from the 
active supreme command, :at the end of 1916, 
was no reflection upori his ability or patriotism. 
It was the result merely of a desire. to try other 
tactics and other men,. in the supreme task of 
defeating the German armies. 

- . -
contained In the Ea.sy Reference Factalndex at tf»e end of this b)ojtk . 
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