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In 1818 his first long poem, "Endymion," 
appeared. It was bitterly and hars4ly attacked 
by the reviewers, who overlooked its be.auties 
and failed to see that its faults were due to jm
maturity. Other troubles crowded upon t:P.e 
young poet. He was in money difficulties, 
and, worst of all, he was tormented by a hope
less love affair. His health had begun to fail, 
and he rapidly developed consumption. In 
the autumn of 1820 he went to Italy and early 
in the following year he died at Rome. 

K eats's chief poems are : "Endymion," "Lines on 
the Mermaid Tavern," " Isabella, or The Pot of Basil," 
" I Stood Tiptoe upon a Little Hill," " The Eve of St. 
A gnes," " La B elle Dame Sans Merci," " Ode to a 
Nightingale," " Ode to Autumn," " Lamia," " Hype
rion"; and a number of sonnets, among which are "On 
First Looking into Chapman's Homer," " When I Have 
F ears That I May Cease to Be," and ' " Bright Star, 
Would I W ere Steadfast As Thou Art ! '' All were 
published between 1817 and 1820. 
KELLER, HELEN (born 1880). At the age of 
18 months, Helen Keller was deprived at a 
single stroke, by a severe illness, of both sight 

KEPLER, JOHANN l 
• 

KENT. The south-easterly corner of England 
is one of the most histo:ric localities on British 
soil. Abutting as it does on the Straits of Dover, 
its nearness to the Continent has r epeatedly 
meant that here invading foemen have first 
sought. a footing, and through the gateway of 
Kent came the Romans and N ormans. 

Kent's Unrivalled Hop-fields 
Kent, with an area of 1,525 square miles, is 

a beautiful and fertHe county, with a mild 
climate and a flourishing agricultural industry. 
Its hop-fields are unrivalled, and the district 
known as the Weald and that along the borders 
of the Thames and the Medway comprise some 
of the finest farmjng country in England. 
Besides the south-eastern suburbs# of London, 
Kent has a number of large towns within its 
borders, including Maidstone (the county town), 
Canterbury, Chatham, Rochester, Folkestone, 
Dover, Ramsgate and Margate. 

A striking physical feature of Kent is the 
range of chalk hills which crosses the county 

and hearing. And with 
those senses had gone ......-·---~ N H I S T ~ R I C K E N T CA S T L E . - ....... 

from east to west, 
known as the North 

the power of speech, 1 

leaving her blind, deaf, 
and dumb. 

When she was nearly F 
. ' 

seven years old, her 
parents, who had read F 
Charles Dickens's ac- ~ 
count of the wonderful 
work done with another 
blind and deaf girl, 
Laura Bridgman, sent 
to the Perkin Institute 
for the Blind, at Boston, 
U .S.A., for an instruci:Jr. 
Miss Anne Sullivan was 
s en t, an~ b e c a m e 
Helen's constant com
panion and teach~r. 
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- Downs. On that part 
of the K entish coast 
west of Margate, and 
elsewhere, the sea is 

; constantly making in• 
roads on the land, while 
at other low -lying 
points the land is being 
gradually extended by 
deposits left by the 
sea. Population, about 
1,142,000 . . 
KENYA. The British 
Kenya Colony and 
Protectorate in Africa 
stretches along the In· 
dian Ocean from the 
JubaRivertothe Umba 
River and inland to From the first, the 

child learned with re-
. markable facility. She 

learned to read and 
spell the finger alpha

Rochester Castle, now the property of the Corporation, was Uganda. It was .for· 
built in I 1..26. It was captured by King John in 1215, and merly called the East 
by Wat Tyler in I38I. In I264 Simon de Montfort's Africa Protectorate . 

attempt to take it was unsuccessful. 

bet, to read by the Braille system, and to 
write with a typewriter. Finally, by placing 
her sensitive fingers on the lips and throat of 
her teachers, she was able not only to " hea~ " 
them speak, but marvel of marvels learned 
to speak herself. At 20 she had made such 
progress that she was able to enter Radcliffe 
College, getting her B.A. degree in 1904. She 
also became widely known as a writer and 
lecturer. (See Blind, Education of.) 

Miss Keller has told her experiences in several books, 
1ncluding" The Story of My Life " (1903) ·; " Optimism" 
(1903); " The World I Live In ~ ' (1908). 

· (See East Africa.) 
KEPLER, JonANN (1571-1630). The son of a 
German soldier of fortune, cradled in poverty 
and neglect, crippled from childhood in the 
hands, so that nice manual dexterity ·with in
struments was impossible to bjm, too dim
sighted to make keen observations, too delicate 
of constitution to bear long exposure to night 
air surely never was a great astronomer so 
handicapped as Johann Kepler. H e was edu
cated at the University of Tiibingen for the 

·ministry, but with his appointment to the 
chair of mathematics and astronomy at Gratz 
(Austria) came the call to his life-work. 
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