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I KIEL CANAL - .. 

KIEL CANAL. The great peninsula forming 
Schleswig-Holstein in Germany, and Jutland in 
Denmark, was long regarded as a hindrance to 
navigation between the North Sea and the 
Baltic, and the possibility of a canal -was di"
cussed for quite 500 years before the great Kiel 
Canal was first opened in 1895. 

The canal extends 61 miles, between the 
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KINDERGAR TE .N I 
school and the teacher to aid him here. Thie 
the kindergarten seeks to do. How 1 By 
providing an environment which will make him 
conscious of his present needs, interests, and 
capacities, and which will provide him with the 
materials and opportunities necessary for ex
pressing and satisfying the same. . The. materials 
and activities which the kindergarten uses are 

estuary of the Elbe on the 
North Sea and Kiel Bay on 
the Baltic. As the size of 
battle-ships increased, the 
German Government felt 
compelled to widen and 
deepen the Kiel Canal, which 
was carried out at a cost of 
about £11,000,000, and was 
completed in 1914 just before 
the World War broke ·out. 

HOW THE NORTH SEA JOINS THE BALTIC 
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The canal is 36 feet deep, 
with a surface width of 331 
feet, and is now open to the 
ships of all nations at peace 
with Germany.. The univer
si~y city of Kiel is situated 
near the eastern end of the 
canal,. OD: the Baltic Sea, 54 
miles north of Hamburg . 
KINDERGARTEN. Does 
it make any great difference 
what a child does or learns 
before he is six years 0ld 1 
Friedrich Wilhelm A u g u s t 

Bridge on the Kiel Canal. Before the World War a regatta was held every June on 
the Kiel Canal, which was visited by yachts of all nations. This Kieler Woche, or 

" Kiel Week,, was a very popular social function. 

Froebel (1782-1852) believed that it did, and 
in order to work out his ideas regarding infant 
education, he opened a school in the little vil
lage of Blankenburg, Germany, in 1837. Two 
years later he named this institution Kinder
garten (garden for children), in order to distin
guish it sharply from all . ordinary types of 
schools, and to suggest the idea of education 
as a natural growth upon w4ich it was based. 

Froebel's school and educational theory 
proved to be successful. At the present time 
there is no corner of the civilized world where 
kindergartens have not been planted. 

Not Entirely for Play 
The kindergarten is not a play school. The 

kindergarten gives a large place to play because 
play usually occupies a large place in infancy 
and childhood, and because play is Nature's 
own and most important method by which 

. children learn and dev~lop physically, socially, 
morally, and intellectually. 

The purpose of education,. Froebel believed, 
is to aid the child's nature in its efforts to express 
itself. The child's early· yearnjngs for self
expression are vague, undirected, and unin
telligent. He knows neither his capacities, his 
needs, nor his interests. It :its the task of the 
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generally grouped as follows : (I) gifts ; (2) 
occupations; (3) games; (4) songs; ~5) stories. 

The gifts are groups or sets of }Jlaythings, 
ten in number and geometrical in form. They 
include, first, a box containing six wooden 
balls blue, red, violet, orange, green, and 
yellow; second, a box containing three objects 
all of hardwood a ball, a cube, and a cylinder. 
The third, fourth, fifth, and sixth gifts consist 
each of a cube subdivided into small geo
metrical solids, cubical and brick-like blocks . 
The seventh gift is a set of thin wooden or card
board tablets, triangular and quadrangular in 
shape ; the eighth, a box of small straight 
coloured sticks ; the ninth, circular and semi
circular rings ; the tenth, a box of seeds, shells, 
or fine pebbles, representing points. 

An Alphabet of Sensation 
By using the gifts as playthings the child 

learns to distinguish colours, forms, numbers, 
lines, and textures. They are designed to 
furnish him with an alphabet of sensation, by 
which he may spell out things and his own ex
periences in the world into which he is born, 
but which at first is to him a book which he does 
not understand. They also serve as materials 
through which the child expresses the ideas and 
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