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of tobacco, cotton, hemp, peas, soya beans, 
grains, and ginseng. Here you see the oddly 
garbed natives, who are of mixed Mongolian 
and Malayan descent, tilling the soil, often 
with crude wooden ploughs drawn by oxen; 
and the big native water hammer ; for pounding 
grain, rising and falling like a thing of life. It 
is ·a mere log whose hollowed end is so balanced 
under a stream that the water alone operates it. 

Villages of Thatched Mud Huts 
You pass ma~y walled villages, whose one

storied mud huts thatched with white straw . 
look like fields of mushrooms. You are as-
tonished· to find that the Koreans long ago 
anticipated our hot-air furnace ; for fire is built 
at one end of each hut for cooking, and the 
heat is carried under the house through a 
system of pipes and flues to the log chimney at 
the opposite end. 

The inland walled city of Seoul, the capital; 
is a city · of strange contrasts of red-roof~d 
mud huts and splendid modern buildings. 
Tram-cars clang past vendors squatting in front 
of t heir shops and porters trudging along under 
enormous burdens. Such innovations and the 
many others which are rapidly transforming 
Korea from a " hermit nation " are due to the 
J apanese, who have been masters here since 
their victorious war with Russia (1904 05). 
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Annexed by Ja~_an_ J 
But Korea's national life extends more than 

3,000 years into the past. It aarly developed 
its own arts and a literature written almost 
entirely in Chinese. Printing by means of 
movable metal · types existed in Korea in the 
15th century ; and one of their admirals in 
the 16th century invented an iron-clad vessel 
propelled by oars. 
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Korea Opened to Foreigners 
About the same time Korea became tributarr 

to China. Tribute continued to be paid to 
China until 1895. In 1876 Korea was forced 
to break down · her age-long seclusion against 
foreigners. In 1897 the · sovereign adopted the 
title of Emperor, and Korea became an in
dependent kingdom. 

The Russian attempt to dominate Kurea was 
the cause of the Russo-Japanese War, which 
ended by Russia's recognizing Japan's para
mount interest in Korea. The Japanese for
mally annexed Korea in 1910, whelj. Chos~n was 
restored as its official name. 

Coarse cotton and silk cloth, bamboo screens, 
inlaid ware, and pottery are manufactured, and 
mats of fabric are woven from hemp and grass. 
Meat, butter, and cheese are but little known 
to the natives, but cattle-raising is gradually 
becoming an important industry. The land 
yields gold, c?pper, coal, iron, and other minerals. 
THATCHED ROOFS! 
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While there is a great variety of hats among the Koreans, they all agree upon what constitutes a proper roof. It is made 
of thatch, and while its outline may vary, as you see here, the same general principle prevails whether it be a hut or a 
oalace. It seems strange, doesn't it, to see a modern factory chimney rising amid such curious dwellings? That factor] is 

probably run by Japanese, who strive to iriduce the conservative Korean to adopt Western ways. 
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