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When her malady recurred, he would take her 
by the hand, and brother and sister would walk 
mournfully to the asylum. But in the intervals 
which he called '' between the acts,'' there was 
much that was cheerful and beautiful in their 
life. They became famous for their evenings 
"at home," when the brightest wits of London 
gathered for talk and laughter and good cheer. 
Mary Lamb shared in many of her brother's 
literary labours. They wrote together the 
"Tales from Shakespeare," which have given 
pleasure to so many children. 
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The Inimitable ''Essays of Elia" 
Although he began his literary career by 

writing po~try, and first won distinction by his 
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LAMPS AND LIGHTING I 
days, and that the millionaires of the time kept 
them alive in special ponds where they were 
carefully fattened for the banquet table. 

As far as the lamprey hjmself is- concerned, 
the slave story does him no injustice. These 
eel-~e fish, which inhabit to .. day almost all 
oceans, seas, and rivers, fasten themselves· with 
their cup-shaped mouths to other fish and suck 
their blood. Salmon and shad are sometjmes 
caught -with lampreys attached to them, and 
much damage is done among valuable. food 
fishes in this way. In return, the lampreys 
are taken in large numbers to be used as bait for 
cod and turbot. · 

The sea lampreys reach a length of 3 feet. 
1iterary criticism, Charles 
Lamb's fame to-day rests 
chiefly on the essays written 
under the name of "Elia." 
In these essays he has taken 
the most trivial subjects, 
t}hosen apparently at random, 
and put into them h~s own 
whimsical, pathetic, quaintly 
humorous personality. 
Whether he writes " A 
Chapter on Ears," "Imper
fect Sympathies,'' '' The 
Praise of Chimney-Sweepers," 
"Old China," or a "Com
plaint on the Decay of Beg
gars," he says something 
worth while, and says it in 
his own inimitable way. 

LAMPS ANCIENT AND MODERN 
They are still eaten to a great 
extent in Europe, but their 
flesh is not easily digestible. 
King Henry I of England is 
said to have died from in
digestion caused by lampreys, 
which were his favourite dish. 
Their skeleton is of gristle, 
and for this reason they are 
classed among the lower fish 
families. 

Probably no essay in the 
English language has aroused 
more laughter than his "Dis
sertation ·on Roast Pig,'' and 
none is more full of pathos 
than his beautiful '' Dream 
Children." Lamb's style has 
an old-fashioned flavour
described by himself as a 
"self-pleasing quaintness"
due to his partiality for the 
older writers. 

Scientific name of sea lamprey, 
Pet1·omyzon ma1-inus ; river lamprey, 
P et1·omyzon fluviatilis. 

LAMPS AND LIGHTING. 
Man's earliest lighting appara
tus was simply a burning 
brand plucked from the camp 
fire. His earliest lamp was 
merely a hollowed stone, sea 
shell, or anjrn al' s skull, with 
animal fat or fish-oil as fuel, 
and reeds, rushes, or a twist of 
moss or vegetable fibre as the 
wick . 

In addition to the " Essays of 
' Elia," Lamb's most _ important 

prose works include the critical 
notes in his'' Specimens of English . 
Dramatic Poets who lived about 
the time of Shakespeare," " The 
Adventure of Ulysses," and his 
romance "~osamund Gray." 

At the top is a burning em her on a forked 
stick. Then comes a burning rag floated 
on oil ; then the Greek lamp, tallow candle, 

The dim smoky lamp of 
Greece and Rome 'the tradi
tional ''lamp of learning''
\Vas a shallow round or oval 
dish, with a handle at one end 
and a sort of · spout for the 
wick at the other end. These 
lamps were of baked earth 
or metal chiefly bronze and 
cloth or a roll of tow formed 
the wick. In very early times, 
too, candles were invented ; 
that is, cylinders of wax or 

oil wick lamp, gas jet, and the electric light. 
• 

LAMPREY. There are gruesome stories that 
in the days of the Roman Empire wealthy 
masters sometimes punished their slaves by 
chopping them up and feeding them to lampreys 
in their figh ponds. Whatever the truth of 
these stories, we know that lampreys were con
sidered one of t.he greatest delicacies in Roman 

solid fatty matter enclosing a wick. 
Invention of the Argand Burner 

It was not until 1783 that M. Legers of Paris 
introduced the flat lamp wick, which lessened 
the smoke, and the spur-wheel for adjusting 
the wick and regulating the flame. In 1784 
Aime Argand, a Swiss chemist, invented a 
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