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GUNS THA 'T HAVE HELPED TO TRANSFORM MODERN WARFARE 
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How easily and effectively machine-guns can be brought into action is illustrated in this picture, where a number of Lewis 
guns are pouring forth a hail of shot on the enemy who is advancing to the attack. The ten men are firing no fewer than 

- 4,400 shots every minute. On the left (inset) are shown various parts of the mechanism of a machine-gun . 

MACHIA VELLI~ NICCOLO (1469-1527). It is 
~nything but a compliment to this Italian 
statesman's memory that his name is com
memorated in the English language by the 
word Machiavellianism, meanjng unscrupulous 
intrigue. 

He was born in Florence, when it was a re
public. Entering the diplomatic service of 
his country as a young man, he soon dis
tinguished himself by his astuteness and ability, 
and became a very prominent statesman, being 
entrusted with many negotiations of an ex
tremely delicate character. When a change of 
rulers ultimately deprived Machiavelli of his 
high offices, he devoted himself to authorship, 
and wrote a number of very important works, 
including a history of Florence. 

Last Days Spent in Poverty 
He is remembered now mostly on account of 

his book "The Prince," published after his 
death, by which he had apparently hoped to 
bring himself again into favour with the Medici, 
the then rulers of his country, by proposing to 
them the adoption of an 11nscrupulous policy 
of underhandedness and deceit as the best 
method of achieving power and glory. But 
despite his worldly wisdom, the irony of fate 
decreed that this literary genius should end 
his days in poverty. 

MAC;IJINE-GUN. The great importance which 
_the machine-gun now has is the creation of the 
World War of 1914-18. There are several 
different types of machine-guns in use in thE 
armies of the world to-day, but all may be 
classified according t.o certain features. Some 
are light one-man guns, fired from the shoulder, 
and are more properly styled" automatic rifles." 
Others are heavy guns, mounted on a low tripod 
or a light carriage and requiring two or more 
men to operate them. In some the cartridges 
are fed from a belt, in others from a disk or other 
magazine. The heavy guns are usually water
cooled, while the light are air-cooled. 

The older machine-guns were fired by turning 
a crank by hand, but the newer models are 
automatic or semi-automatic. The automatic 
types may be divided into those in which the 
gun is operated by the recoil of shot, and those 
in which the gun is worked by waste gases of 
the explosion. 

Firing 600 Shots a Minut~ 
The rate of fire of machine-guns depends upon 

the gun, and varies from 60 or 75 shots a minute 
to 600. The chief uses in warfare are for 
destroying an enemy who is advancing to attack, 
for barrage fire against aircraft, and by aero
planes against aeroplanes or troops. The ease 
with which a machine-gun is concealed, or pro-
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