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IN THE GARDENS OF THE SPANISH ROYAL PALACE 
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The view shows a part of the stern side of the palace with the Plaza del Oriente and the equestrian statue of Philip IV in 
the foreground. The palace was begun, during the reign of Philip IV, in 1737 by the Italian architect Sacchetti, and was 
finished in 1764. It is on the west side of Madrid,. and overlooks the city. To the south of the palace and adjoining it is the 
Armoury, containing what is probably the finest collection of weapons and armour in the world. The interior of the palace 
contains many wonderful bits of architecture, among them the grand staircase, the throne-room, and the royal chapel. 

The weaving of cotton on hand-looms is still 
an important industry in and near Madras. 
The popular cloth we know as ''madras'' was 
first made in a village not far away. The water
borne trade of Madras, in small coasting steamers 
and across the Bay of Bengal to Rangoon, is 
very important, ip. spite of the fact that instead 
o~ a harbour Madras has only an open roadstead 
inadequately protected by two breakwaters and 
so dangerous that, when warning comes of the 
approach of one of the terrible monsoon storms 
frequent on this coast, all shipping flies to the 
open sea for safety. 

Teak, sandalwood., rice, sorghum, coffee, and 
iron and manganese ores are exported in· con
siderable quantities. The population of the city 
of Madras is about 527,000; area of presidency, 
142,330 square miles, population 42,319,000. 
MADRID', SPAIN. When _Philip II made, 
Madrid his capital and "only court," in 1560, 
he chose what was then an unimportant town 
chiefly because of its central position and, per
haps, because his father Charles V had found 
its bracing climate healthy. Foreign visitors, 

, however, coming from the pleasa,nt squth of 
Spain to a city lying on a plateau 2,140 feet 
above the sea-unprotected from the sun in 
summer or the icy winds that blow from snow
clad peaks in winter, without countryside and 
without suburbs may be tempted to think 
that " the king who never smiled " chose it 
mainly for its drett~iness. 

And when they are taken out to Philip's 
summer palace, the Escorial, 27 miles away, their 

opinion is cqnfirmed. This, as its name in
dicates, stands on the ',. cinders '' of an old iron 
mine. It is a monastery, a church, and the 
burying-place of the Spanish kings as well as a 
palace. Its unusual shape has led to the 
fanciful explanation that it is fashioned on the 
lines of the gridiron on which St. Lawrence was 
martyred, the courts representing the interstices 
of the bars, the towers at the corners the legs, 
and the palace itself the handle. 

Wide Streets and Splendid Bridges 
Although Madrid, which is believed to date 

from Roman times, was a Moorish outpost in 
the lOth century and had some 30,000 people 
at the t ime Philip made it his capital, it has not 
the historic picturesqueness of other Spanish 
cities in whose building the Moors played- a 
principal part. _~ · 

1 •. This town represents the new Spain rather 
than the old, with its wide streets and boule
vards, its well-built houses and public buildings, 
and the splendid bridges that span the meagre · 
trickle of the river Manzanares. It is a stand
ing pleasantry. with the Spaniards themselves 
that these bridges should be sold and the 
proceeds spent to buy water for the river. 

The city . centres about the plaza or open 
space where the Gate of the Sun stood in 
medireval days._ About this are hotels, cafes, 
and government buildings, and from it radiate 
the ten most important streets. The most ex~ 
citing season for Madrid is, of course, when the 
" Cortes," or legislature, is in session, but all the 
year round governmental activities connected 

contained in the Easg Reference Fact•lndez at the end of this tiJork 

'l283 
• 

• 

• 

J 


