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· Here is a quaint entry from the observant 
Pigafetta's diary : " There is one kind of bird 
of such a nature that when the female wishes 
to lay her eggs, she goes and lays them on the· 
back of the male, and there it is that the eggs 
are hatched. This kind have no feet, and are 
always in the sea." . 
Wear~ also told that" The body of St. Elmo 

appeared to us several times. One night, when 
it was very dark, the saint appeared in the form 
of a fire, lighted on the main truck, which 
comforted us greatly, for we were in tears, only 
expecting the hour of perishing. When this 
light once descends upon a vessel she is never 
lost." St. Elmo's fire, as it is called to-day, 
is really a very rare kind of lightning resembling 
a ball of fire. 

But after a month of sailing terrible hard
ships assailed the fleet. The provisions ran 
low, and rats and. leather became choice foods. 
The drinking water .turned thick and yellow, . 
and dozens died of scurvy. In all, the fleet 
sailed 93 days before discovering Guam of the 
Ladrones, and a week later the Philippines. 
Magellan established friendly relations with the 
treacherous IGng of Cebu, who made a pro
fession of Christianity in order to win his help . 

Killed by Natives of Mactan 
. The great navigator, who was induced to 

undertake an expedition to conquer the neigh
bouring island of Mactan for the Catholic faith 
and the King of Cebu, was killed in a fight ·with 
the natives, April 27, 1521. The King of Cebu 
afterwards got into his power several of the ex
plorer's most prominent men and murdered 

. . -

The Last Remaining Vessel I 
, . 

them. The survivors burned one of the three 
remaining vessels and sailed to the Moluccas, or 
Spice ~slands. Another ·vessel, becoming leaky, 
had to be abandoned. 

The last remaining vessel, laden with spices, 
at last rounded the Cape of Good Hope and in 
melancholy triumph dropped anchor in the 
harbour of Seville, September 9, 1522. It had 
sailed round the globe, but so, too, had the 
dead commander, for on a previous expedition 
he had gone eastward to 130 degrees, and when 
he fell he was in 124 degrees west longitude. . 

Pumping for Twenty-eight Days 
The Victoria, the sole survivor of Magellan's 

fleet, was a little vessel of less than 100 tons, 
and her voyage is the more remarkable on 
account of her ill-condition. Her men were at 
the pumps morning, noon and night for twenty
eight days, working in relays, so as to prevent 
the water in the hold from gaining the upper 
hand. 

Twelve men were actually seized by the 
Portuguese authorities when they attempted 
to land at Santiago, the largest of the Cape 
Verde Islands, and Sebastian de Elcano, who 
had succeeded to the command, was forced to 
leave immediately for fear of his vessel being 
captured. 

In the history of discovery no name ·r~nks 
higher than that of Magellan. He had done 
what Col urn bus set out to do he had sailed 
westward to the Spice Islands, promng beyond 
question that the earth is round, and that .it is 
possible to reach the east by sailing west. He 
opened the Pacific Ocean to the civilized world. 

T .HE VOYAGES THAT PROVED THE WORLD ROUND . 
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Magellan started the first voyage round the world, bu t he did not live to see the end of his work. H e was killed by 
natives in the island of Mactan, P hilippines, and the voyage was concluded by his successor Elca no. 

F or any .subj ect not found in it s al p hab e tical place .see information 
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