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MATCHES I -

In the second half of the 19th century Massa- MATCHES. A hundred years ago it was a 
chusetts was transformed from an agricultural solemn thing to watch the father of the family 
to a manufacturing community. The indus- start a fire. First of all, he took a little iron 
tries include the manufacture of boots and box down from the high mantelshelf. Inside it 
shoes, paper, textiles, watches, and machinery. were a bar of steel, a flint stone, and a bit of 
l\1assachusetts 's early prosperity came from its charred linen or "tinder." He struck the steel 
fisheries, w}:lich are still important. on the flint and a starry spark flew off on the 

Origin of the Settlement tinder. Slowly the glow spread over the tinder 
The landing of the Pilgrim Fathers at Ply- until, by blowing on it and feeding it with 

mouth in 1620, the founding ·of Salem in 1628, shavings and splinters, which were sometimes 
and the " great emigration" of John Winthrop tipped with sulphur, it at last burst into a 
and the holders of the Massachusetts Bay flame from which a fire could be lighted. 
Charter in 1630 mark the beginnings of the settle- The Invention of Matches 
ment. The colony charter was forfeited in It had long been known that phosphorus, 
1684, and for several years there was friction sulphur, and certain chemical compounds catch 
between the colonists and the mother cquntry. fire at low temperatures, but the friction 
The Revolution of 1688 ·in England, however, match was not invented until 1827, and the 
brought relief. The Plymouth Colony and first really practical ma.tches were not put 
the province of Maine were annexed to the on the market until 1833. For many years 
Massachusetts Bay Colony in 1692, under the most matches were tipped with a mixture of 
new provincial charter granted in 1691. white phosphorus and sulphur, which gave off 

Massachusetts was one of the first to erect an disagreea.ble fumes and took fire at very low 
independent state government, but did not temperatures. . 
adopt a state constitution to replace its colonial Since white phosphorus was found to give 

-charter until 1780. This was revised in 1851 off highly poisonous va.:pours which produce 
and again in 1917. The ratification of the the terrible " phossy jaw' disease once common 
Federal Constitution by Massachusetts in 1788, in the match industry, its use has been pro
accompanied by the proposal of amendments, hibited in the leading countries of Europe. 
turned the balance in favour of that instrument The inflammable tips now usually contain red 
and ensured its adoption. Population, 3,852,000. phosphorus or a phosphorus compound with 
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STRIPPING THE LOGS AND CUTTING THEM INTO ''RIBBONS'' 

Those long white ribbons are sheets of wood, shaved off the pine logs in continuous strips by the machine in the back· 
ground. To the right, workmen are stripping the bark from the log sections and preparing them for the shaving machine. 
This manner of preparing the wood is u sed principally for the smaller types of matches. In others, they are split from 

straight blocks. They are now ready for the chopping machine. 

For ang subject not found in its alphabetical place see information 
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