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the channel narrows, and it maintains a general 
width of about 3,000 feet. - In some places the 
river is very shallow, but below New Orleans the 
depth is from 30 to 62 feet. The volume of 

. _water poured into the Gulf by this great stream 
is reckoned at 670,000 cubic feet a second, 
and the new soil deposited in the Gulf in an 
average year would cover 270 square miles 
to a depth of 1 foot. 
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Banks Protected by Levees 
- From·Memphis to the sea the river is confined 
wi~4in a levee system, the most extensive work 
of its kind in the world. There are about 
1,570 miles in the present system, of which all 
but 70 miles have been constructed since 1905. 
The first levee was built at New Orleans early 
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MISTLETOE} 

MISSOURI RIVER. From its source in the 
Rocky Mountains · in south - west Montana, 
U.S.A., to its confluence with the Mississippi 
above St. Louis, the mighty Missouri River 
winds through a distance of 2,456 miles, while 
to the Gulf of Mexico the Missouri-Mississipp1 
is 4,220 miles long . 

Gates of the Rocky Mountains , 
Rising in the confluence of the J efferson, 

Madison, and Gallatin rivers, the Missouri 
dashes almost due north through a beautiful · 
mountainpus region. Sixteen miles east of 
Helena, Montana, it flows through a, narrow 
canyon or gorge, with walls 1,200 ·feet high, 
called the Gates of the Rocky Mountains, 
where the beauty and grandeur of the scenery is 
almost unequa,lled. · Farther along, about 350 
miles from its source, are the Great · Falls of the 
Missouri, where the river descends nearly 400 
feet in 16 miles, by a series of four ea tar acts, the 
highest of which has a fall of 90 feet. It flows 

, westward and then south-westward, and at 
Kansas City it flows eastward until it reaches 
the Mississippi. With its tributaries it drains 
an area of over 500,000 square miles . 

Marquette and J oliet were the first explorers 
to discover the mouth of the Missouri, as they 
came down the Mississippi in 1673, but it was 
not till 1819 that the first steamboat was seen 
on the river. 
MISTLETOE. Do you know that this familiar 
Christmas decoration, with its waxen white 
berries and glossy evergreen leaves, never takes 
root in the ground, but is a parasite that grows 
from a ''sucker root'' on the trunks of other 
trees 1 It belongs to a genus of which there 
are about 20 _species, all parasitic. Of these 
only the mistletoe proper (V iscum album) is a 
native of Europe. 

Its Many Forking Branches 

These people are gathering mistletoe, a sign that Christmas 
is approaching. You must not believe that this is a mistle

. toe tree, for mistletoe is only a shrub that grows on other 
trees, chiefly apple trees in England. 

The mistletoe appears as a bushy growth 
with many forking branches, often 4 feet long. 
It has oval leaves and tiny yellow blossoms, 
followed by the little white berries that ripen 
after snow falls. It grows on both deciduous 
and evergreen trees, in England in greatest 
abundance on the apple tree. It is rarely 
found on the oak. The birds eat the pulpy 
berries. Flying fro:p1 tree to tree, they carry 
the seeds, which lodge in the bark and grow. 

Because of its peculiar character the mistle-
toe played a prominent part in German and 
Norse mythology, and it was . with an .arrow 
from its wood that the beautiful god Balder 
was slain (see Balder). The mistletoe was said 
to bring happiness, safety, and good fortune so 
long as it did not touch the ground. P~rhaps 
this is the reason why to-day we always hang 
up our mistletoe. The Celts held the plant in 
veneration, especially when found on the oak . 

in the 18th ·century, to protect that new little 
settlement from destruction by the overflowing 
of the river. 

Among the chief cities along the banks of 
the Mississippi are Minneapolis, St. Paul, 
Winona, Keokuk, Dubuque, Davenport, Rock 
Island, Burlington, Quincy, St. Louis, Cairo, 
Memphis, Baton Rouge, and New Orleans. 

. . 
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