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by sects which differ in their interpretation of
·the teachings of the founder. Chief of these
are the Sunnites, or orthodox Mohammedans,
and the Shiites or " intellectuals." The latter
insist that the descendants of Ali, husband of the
Prophet's daughter Fatima, are the only legitimate caliphs. Persia to-day is the stronghold
of the Shiites. But all Moslems in common
make pilgrimages to Mecca and Medina.
The " Saracens," as followers of Islam were
called in the Middle Ages, passed from Africa
into · Spain in 711. At the famous battle of
Tours in 732, exactly 100 years after Mohammed's death, the Mohammedan invasion of
France was halted by Charles Marte~, grandfather of Charlemagne. Driven back into
Spain on the west, and held in check by the
Byzantine Empire at Constantinople, the Arabs,
Moors, and other Mohammedan peoples settled
down in their new-won lands and developed
from the 8th to the 12th centuries a culture
which far surpassed that of western Europe.
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copper, bronze, and silver; in the weaving of
carpets and rugs, which are still unsurpassed ;
in the moulding of fine glass and pottery.
Sweetmeats, syrups, essences, and perfumes
were produced. Paper, without which the
invention of printing would have been valueless, came to Europe through the Mohammedans.
The finest leather goods came from Cordova and
Morocco.
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Literature, Science and Mathematics

In literature, particularly poetry, and in
science, the Mohammedans attajned a high
degree of development. The University of
Cairo at one time had 12,000 students. In
Spain in the lOth century a library of 400,000
manuscripts is said to have been collected.
Learned Arabs did much to preserve and spread
broadcast the ·writings · of the great Greek
philosopher Aristotle, after he had been all
but forgotten in western Europe. In mathematics, Mohammedan scholars led the world.
Algebra was practically their creation, though
its elements were derived from the Greeks
Chief Centres of Mohammedan Culture
The centres of this culture were Damascus,
and the Hindus.
in Syria ; Bagdad, on the river Tigris ; Cairo:
The so-called "Arabic " numerals were in..
on the lower Nile ; and Cordova, in Spain.
troduced by them and replaced the clumsy
H ere were gathered together the threads of Roman numerals. In astronomy they made
.
notable advances. In chemT H E A N I 'M A L WITH A ·N U N D ERG R 0 U N D CASTLE
istry many of our commor1:
terms, such as " elixir,"
" alcohol," " alkali," which
are of Arabic origin: prov~
our indebtedness to these
early students. In medicine
their skill was in advance of
European physicians, and they
virtually laid the foundation
of scientific pharmacy, many
of their preparations being
stilLin use. The richness and
grace of their architecture is
evident in all their lands, ·
especially in Moorish Spain.
This is the Mole, who spends his life underneath the ground. His home consists of Byzantine civilization alone
a rounded chamber, surrounded by galleries with openings into a ctrcular cavity was the equal of that so
and tunnels leading in different directions. He usually makes an exit by which he
leaves when in danger. In a night the mole has been known to tunnel nearly 100 yards. widely spread iri. the Mohammedan world .
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civilization drawn from Greece, Persia, Syria,
~ 9f this culture began to wane, however,
Egypt, India, · and Spain. Agriculture made when the Moslem world was split by the rise
great strides. Irrigation was practised ex .. of the Turkish power in the 11th century.
tensively, and tree-grafting became a science. Great as was their early knowledge, the religion
Among new plants introduced into Eur9pe from of the Moslems made the great mass of the
the Arabs especially during the crusades- people · intolerant and unprogressive. To-day
were .rice, sugar-cane, hemp, artichokes, as.. the golden era of Mohammedan art and learnparagus, the mulberry, orange, lemon, and ing is but a memory.
apricot.
MOLE. Destined to spend his whole life in
·In manufactures the Saracens excelled. The darkness, digging, digging, digging, in order
sword blades of Toledo and Damascus were to build his home and to obtain the food necesworld renowned. Equal skill was shown in the sary for his existence, a queer little creature,
fashioning of vases, lamps, and like articles of scarcely able to see or hear, and yet marvel-
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