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MOLIERE) 

lously adapted for the part Nature has desig~ed Jean-Baptiste Poquelin for that was his 
hjm to play in the world the common mole is real name was born in Paris, the son of a 
one of the most interesting of all anjmals. prosperous furniture-maker, who held the office 

How You May Find Mr. Mole of upholsterer to the king. The young man 
You can always find ~he mole by the long chose the uncertain life of a strolling player, 

ridge of cracked earth that zigzags across fields and it was at that tjme that he took the stage 
-the roof of his tunnel. It is lively work to name Moliere. As an actor and .. theatrical 
dig hjm out, for he may be at either end, any- manager , he learned the art of the stage, and 

_ where along the route, or in a side chamber. gained that perfect mastery of dramatic struc
In your hand he lies helpless, a flat ball of fine, ture for which his plays are noted. He also 
velvety, mouse-coloured fur, about 6" inches learned to know human nature, and especially 
long, with a naked, pink tail about an inch ne searched out men's va.nities and follies. 
long. He has no neck ; his ears are only little He usually emphasizes 'one outstanding 
openings concealed in the fur; his djm eyes characteristic. Harpagon in "L'Avare" (The 
are tiny points covered with skin. Miser), and the hypocrite '' Tartuffe '' are 

If you put the sprawly wriggly creature on immortal creations of his genius ; and few 
the ground, he scrambles about . L 0 U I S X I V 0 F F RA N C E A N D M 0 L I E R E 
frantically until he finds a soft 
spot. Then he begins to dig with 
his strong, spade-like fore-feet, 

. and in less than one minute the 
aDimal has disappeared into a 
burrow in the ground. The 
swiftness with which a mole 
works is almost incredible ; in a 
single night one has been known 
to tunnel nearly 100 yards. 

Moles are found both in the 
Old and New World iri the 
Northern Hemisphere. The com
mon mole disfigures lawns, 
pastures, and gardens extensively 
b th ··d d f •t Moliere, the creator of modern comedy, is here seen with Louis XIV, who 

Y e rl ~es an urrows 1 ' did so much ~o encourage the arts and literature. In his early days a strolling 
makes huntmg after food, but as player1 Moliere thoroughly mastered t~e art ~f t~e theatre and became the 
it feeds on injurious larvre and foremost dramatist of h1s tlme. 

insects, it compensates for the damage. Moles characters have aroused the world's laughter 
are among the most voracious of all animals, so much as Monsieur Jourdain in his comedy 
also eating earthworms in quantities, and "Le Bourgeoise gentilhomme." 
occasionally field-mice. The Dramatist's Last Jest 

In His Underground Mansion Moliere's last play was "Le Malade imagin-
The mole ordinarily lives in a colony, in a aire" (The Imaginary Invalid), and in this he 

complicated fortress. In little hillocks of earth, himself played the leading part, that of Argan. 
called molehills, there is constructed a central Though the character was· suffering only from 
chamber surrounded by two ring-like galleries, an imaginary disease, the actor hjmself was 
one above the other. These circular galleries really very ill. In the midst of the play he 
are · connected by vertical passages, and the fell into a violent fit of coughing, and died 
upper one has five openings into the central half an hour after the performance. It was 
cavity. From the lower gallery about nine Moliere's last jest. . 
alleys lead off in different directions toward Moliere's chief works are : " Les precieuses ridicules" 
the feeding-grounds. (The Affected Ladies), 1659 ; "L'Ecole des maris" 

Scientific name of common European mole, 
europrea. 

(The School for Husbands), 1661 ; " L'Ecole des femmes " 
Talpa (The School for Wives), 1663 ; " Le Marriage force " 

' MOLIERE (mo-lyar') , JEAN-BAPTISTE Po-
QUELIN (1622- 73). What Shakespeare was 
to English literature, that the great comic 
dramatist Moliere was to France. Moliere 
belongs, like Shakespear.e, to all lands and 
all ages; and now, after nearly three cen
turies, his plays still continue to delight 
great audiences. 

(The Forced Marriage), 1664; " Tartuffe," 1664; " Don 
Juan," 1665 ; "L'AmoUI'" medecin" (Love as a Physi
cian), 1665 ; " Le Misanthrope " (The Misanthrope), 
1666 ; " Le 1\IIedecin malgre lui " (The Physician in 
Spite of Himself), 1666; "L'Avare " (The Miser), 1668 ; 
" L e Bourgeois - gentilhomme " (The Tradesman Turned 
Gentleman), 1670 ;_ " Les F<;>urberies de Scapin " (The 
Rogueries of Sea pin), 1671 ; " · Les Femmes savantes '' · 
(The Learned Ladies) , 1672 ; and " Le Malade imagin
aire" (The Imaginary Invalid), 1673, the most popular 
of all his comedies. 

contained in the Ea.sg Reference Fact·lndez at the end of this work 
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