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MOTOR-BOATS I 
THE SWIFT AND GRACEFUL ''MOTOR-CAR'' OF THE WATER 
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' Here is a radng motor- boat skimming smoothly along on the surface of the water at a speed of something like 6o 01 

70 miles an hour. Motor enthusiasts who show a preference for this water craft, get as much thrilling pleasure out 
of motor-boat racing as do the intrepid racers of the motor track. 

In 1760 a London publisher named John New
berry transferred the popular name ''Mother 
Goose '' from the fairy stories to a collection 
of old nursery jingles, and the rhymes have 

• 

· ever since borne the name of this mythical 
authoress. 

or internal-combustion engine (see Gas-Engine}. 
Motor-boats perform much the same function 
on water that motor-cars do on land. Like 
motor-cars, they may be open, or have hoods 
(often of awning), or closed-in "tonneaux"
cockpits, or cabins as well as sun and wind 
shields. Sometimes they are as sm~ll and 
squatty as a rowing boat, but petrol launches 
are 20 to 30 feet or more long, and motor 
cruisers or yachts may be 60 to 100 feet or 
more long. They are much used in the 
life-saving service, and big ocean liners and 

"Jack Spratt" and "Little Bo-Peep" 
· Many learned men and women have given 
loving study to the history of these old familiar 
nursery rhymes. " Sing a Song of Sixpence," 
they tell us, .is found in a play written in 
Shakespeare's time. ''Jack Spratt '' was a 
very fat churchman. "Little Bo-Peep" is an 
old, old children's game, in which one child 
shuts her eyes and the others hide from her . 
''Little Jack Horner,'' according to some, was 
an Englishman who secured a rich estate (the 
"plum.") from the Church in the time of 
Henry VIII. "Old King Cole" was a legend
ary British prince in the old Roman days. 
There was once a whole "chap-book," or early 
booklet, about" Simple Simon," and also about 
"Mother Hub bard." "Three Blind Mice" is 
found in a poem published in London in 1609. 

So every one of these quaint jingles is seen 
to have its own special history. As we recite 
them we can think of the long line of children, 
reaching back centuries and centuries, who have 
said these rhymes and played these games, and 
realize how very, very old are many of the 
sayings, customs, and ways of living which 
still seem so natural to us to-day. 
MOTOR-BOATS. Does it ever occur to you 
that there are water " motor-cars " as well as 
land motor-cars 1 Both "move themselves," 
not by steam power, but by means of a motor 

battle-ships carry motor lifeboats for use 
landing small parties. ~ 

The Fleet Hydroplane M-Otbr.Boat 
The petrol engines for motor-boats, com

monly of two to six. cylinders, are simpler and 
usually heavier than those for motor-cars, and 
are quite as efficient. They require no change 
gear for various speeds, etc., and· no radi~tor 
to cool the engine. The exhaust is carried to 
a water-cooled muffier and thence outboard. 
A 12-horse-power engine in a 30-foot boat may 
drive it ten miles an hour or more ; with 
20-horse-power, 16 to 18 miles may be attained. 
Racers with 30- to 60-horse-power motors make . 
30 to 35 miles an hour for short distances. 
A speed of 70 miles has been attained by the 
hydroplane motor-boat, a type which rises 
almost out of the water and skims along. 

Rowing-boats, canoes, and other small craft 
may be converted temporarily into motor-boats 
by clamping on to the sternboard an outboard 
motor of one or two cylinders, with screw and 
rudder attached. It will drive · an ordinary 
rowing-boat six to seven miles an hour. 
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