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fairy tales, they were not told simply for historian~, tend to prevent the formation of
amusement. For myths are stories which were myths and to break down the belief in old ones.
Why then · shoUld we be interested in myths,
at one time believed to be true.
It ~s an interesting and instructive fact t~at and why do scholars devote their lives to
· many' of the myths found in lands far apart studying and comparing the mythologies of
are remarkably alike. Not only are many of the various peoples 1 In the first place, myths
the Greek myths 1~~ those of India and of were a part of the very life of the people who
Egypt, but also those· of the Norse countries, made and believed them. To understand the
and even, in some cases, the myths of the ancient peoples, our own ancestors among the
American Indians. Both Nature and men are · rest, we must know not only what they did;
very much the same .the world over, and it is but what they believed. Mythology is, therebut natural that the first attempts to find fore, an important part of history, for the light
answers to the riddles of the day and night, it throws on early human thought and conduct.
the earth and sky, the sun, moon, and ·s tars,
Mythology and Literature
should have resulted in similar stories.
In th~ second place, mythology_ is also a
part of literature, and we cannot understand
Greek and Norse Mythology
It is, perhaps, even more interesting to note the literature of the early peoples without
how each race has stamped its own character knowing something about their mythology.
upon its mythology. The mythology of the Especially is this true of Greek and Roman
Greeks reflects their joy in life and love of literature, and what is most important of all
beauty. The Norse mythology breathes a for us as this J,iterature has had a profound
warlike spirit, and shows the conflict with influence upon that of to-day; so has the old
stern and rugged forces of Nature. That of mythology become interwoven with the very
the Hindus is full of awe at the mysterious fabric of our literature. To understand a
and sublime powers of Nature. The myth- single page of Milton's " Paradise Lost " ; to
ologies of savages are almost unbelievably appreciate fully the beauty of Shelley, Keats,
or Byron, of Tennyson or Browning, one must
A JEWEL OF THE JEGEAN SEA
be familiar ·w ith these old myths, for they have
- ---become a part of the very thought and language
· of these and many other English poets.
Finally, mythology is a rich treasure-house
of interesting tales and stories. Because they
appeal to young and old, beca~se they are good
and beautiful, these stories are in themselves
worth our interest and study. Many of the
most interesting of these stories are told in
various places in this work. (See the articles
on chief personages figuring in Greek, Roman,
and Norse mythology ; also Fairies ; Folk-lore.)
MYTILENE. In this beautiful island of the
.LEgean Sea, formerly called Lesbos, Greek lyric
View from the sea of the town and harbour of Mytilene, the . poetry flourished.
It was t.he birthplace of the
capital of the picturesque island of Mytilene.
musician Terpander and also of Alcreus, the
childish and absurd. Their gods are often poet who is said to have been the first to use
represented as beasts. The bushmen of Africa the Alcaic metre, and of the poetess Sappho,
regard an insect as the highest of their super- to whom the Sapphic metre is attributed.
natural beings. The Zulus worship their anWith an area of · 675 square miles, it is
cestors, which appear to men in the form of mountainous and very fertile. Olives are the
snakes, and they believe that thunder is caused . principal product and are largely exported, and
by the thunder-bird.
the sardine fisheries are important. Mules are
Besides the beliefs still held by savages and raised. ·
by the less educated classes in such countries
In 1462 the island came under Turkish
as Russia, Japan, India, and China, and besides control, and so remained until the close of
the nursery stories myths of Jack the Giant the Balkan Wars, when · Mytil~ne and other
Killer, etc. there is a constant tendency for ~gean islands passed to Greece. It was on
myths to spring up in connexion with men th~ island of Mytilene that Turkish subjects
and events which appeal to our sense of the were interned before being deported to Asia
great and marvellous. But the spread of Minor in accordance with the Treaty of Lau.
science and the preservation of records, to- sann~ (1923). The chief town is Mytilene.
gether with the love of accuracy fostered by our Population, abou~ 146,000. ·

·--

•

•

•

-

•

-

....

•

•

•

For any .subject not found in its alphabetical place .see information
•

•

2520
•

•

•

