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in the forest, but on account of ic,s spreading 
top it is highly valued also as a shade tree. 

The bur or pin oak is .another well-known 
an<;! valuable American species. This is a hardy 
beautiful tree, often towering to a height of 
150 feet, though the average height is about 

· 75 feet. ·Its deep green leaves are very large, 
and so are its acorns, which are set in rough 
cups with a noticeable fringe about the edge. 
The bark is brownish-grey and furrowed. . 

The Beautiful Red Oak 
The red oak is perhaps the J?.OSt beautiful 

of the American species. The round solid top 
is covered with large, shapely, lobed leaves, 
which ar0 pink and furry in the spring, green in 
summer and deep purple-red in autumn. The 
bark is dark brown, thick, and furrowed. 

The chestnut oak (also called the chinquapin), 
although possessing the main characteristics of 
the oak family, is conspicuous on account of its 

• 

small and glossy_ evergreen foliage. It is rarely 
found more than 50 or 60 miles inland from the 
Gulf of Mexico. 

The timber of the oaks varies greatly from 
species to species. The British oak is of superior 
commercial value, the heart-wood being tough, 
hard, close-grained, and comparatively easy to 
work. It excels most wood in durability, defy­
ing drought and moisture, and is practically 
indestructible under cover. The sap-wood is 
less durable, but is highly valued also. 

Wood for Shipbuilding 
The bur oak is .one of the most valuable 

tim her trees in North America, its strong 
durable wood ranking next to that of the 
British oak. It is used extensively for ship­
building and manufacture. The timber of the 
white oak is adapted to the same purposes as 
that of the preceding trees, though it is slightly 
inferior. The live oak produces a very strong 

G R 0 w , , yellow wood which 
. .-········-.. -··· �~� �-�- �-�~�- is difficult to work ; 
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for shipbuilding, 
being very durable 
under water. The 
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- · chestnut oak yields 
· good timber . 

The hard galls or 
"gall-nuts" so fre-

• quently found on 
oaks are produced 
by gall-flies, which 
lay their eggs in 
the tissues of the 
trees. The tissues 
swell up at the 

M point of puncture 
�·�~� and form firm nut-

. ." . ; like structures, in­
.. �·�~� side which the 

·. ·l young of the in­
�~�1� sects develop to 

• . t 

i maturity. Each 
I kind of gall-fly pro-
1 duces a different i 

kind of gall. Oak-
�~� galls are rich in 
' �~� tannic acid, used in 

. · ·: i the manufacture of 
' _ · .. 1 ink and the pre: 

This picture shows the furrowed bark oi the Oak and also the serrated leaf, with 1ts many fingers paration of leather. 
characteristic of all oaks. The acorns, singly or in pairs, grow from the stems. They are held The oak-galls of 

· fast in their cup-like husks until ripe. 

chestnut-like leaves. The tree is tall and stately, 
with stout trunk and limbs. 

The live oak is a beautiful form found farther 
south ;. it is of smaller size, but sometimes 
rises t<;> a height of 60 feet. The branches are 
spreading and graceful, and are covered with 
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chiefly from the Levant. 
arid brittle. 

commerce c o m e · 
Aleppo galls are hard 

Scientific name of the British oak, Quercus robur ; 
Turkey oak, Q. cerris; holm oak, Q. ilex; white oak, 
Q. alba; bur oak, Q. macrocarpa; live oak, Q. virginiana 
(also known as Q. virens); red oak, Q. rubra; chestnut 
oak, Q. acuminata • 

• for Gn1J .subject not /ound in it.t alphgbeticgl place .see informgtion 
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