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P. One of the Egyptian hieroglyphs was a 
shutter ~. This developed into the character 
~' which was borrowed by the Phrenicians. 
They called it Pe, "mouth," perhaps because 
they thought it looked like a mouth with 
teeth. When they themselves wrote it, they 
simplified it, so that it . is hard to see the re
semblance to a mouth in the character 1, but 
they still kept the name. 

The Greeks used the same form, but turned 
the hook to the right. They afterwards 
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the Ladrone Islands. From Guam there are 
cables north to Yokohama, in Japan; west to 
the Philippines, and then south-west to Yap 
Island. 

From Yap the cable goes south-west to 
Menada, and on to Balikpapan, in Borneo. 
Thence it continues to Java, where, at Batavia . 
and Banjoewangi, the Pacific cable completes 
the last link in the world-encircling under-water 
line of communication by contact with the 
cables that stretch eastwards across the Indian 

squared the top thus MIDWAY BETWEEN AMERICA AND ASIA 
r, and finally made '-:7 ... -~ 

Ocean to Australia. 
Of all the solitary 

. spots on the face of the two legs of equal 
length in the character 
n' which became the 
modern Greek letter 
Pi. The Romans 
adopted the rounded 
form ,-., which they 
curved more and more 
until finally the semi
circle was closed, ex
actly as in our letter P. 

'J""'"·fJ the earth, one of the 

The name, you will 
note, has changed very 
little, and the same 
is true of the sound, 
which is formed by 
closing the lips for an 
instant, then allowing 
the breath to escape 

Cable station of the Commercial Pacific Cable Company on 
Sand Island, one of the Midway Islands, in the middle of the 

Pacific Ocean. 

loneliest and most in
accessible is the tiny 
island called S and 
Island, which forms 
part of the group of 
the Midway Islands, 
and lies in the very 
centre of the Pacific 
Ocean, midway be
tween Asia and Amer
ica. Until the year 
1903 this islet was 
quite unimportant. 
Nobody lived there. 
The chief inhabitants 
were feathered, and 
the only human beings 

through them explosively as they open again. 
PACIFIC CABLES. Considering the vast 
breadth and enormous depth of the Pacific 
Ocean, it is a wonderful thing that any cable 
has been successfully laid across that sea. 

There are two trans-Pacific submarine 
cables.. One enters the Pacific from British 
t erritory at Vancouver Island, and is carried 
thence to Fanning Island, the Fiji Islands, 
and Norlolk Island. Here there is a junction, 
one cable going to Mongonui, in the extreme 

· north of New Zealand, and the other to South
port, on the coast of Queensland, Australia. 

The other Pacific cable stretches from San 
Francisco to Honolulu, in the Sandwich Islands ; 
thence to the Midway I slands, in the centre of 
the Pacific ocean ; and from there to Guam, in 

that ever set foot upon its shores were occasional 
Japanese, who ventured thus far from their own 
beautiful islands in quest of birds. 

Now all this is changed. The bird-hunters 
from Japan visit it no more. In 1903 the 
owners of the island, the Commercial Pacific 
Cable Company, of America., established a 
station for the Pacific cable on this remote 
spot, and the island now boasts a small but 
settled population, consisting of the staff of 
the cable establishment and their families 
and attendants, who manage to enjoy .life in 
their lonely home. 

The U.S. Government maintains on Sand 
I sland a light station, which shows a light that 
can be seen for a distance of from ten to fifteen 
miles. 
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