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I PACIFIC O CEAN 

of active volcanoes ; the Solomon Islands, 
where dwelt the most savage and uncivilized 
cannibals ; the Santa Cruz Islands, where many 
early missionaries fell victims to poisoned 
arrows; the New Hebrides, with their govern
ment conducted jointly by France and Great 
Britain ; and, at the end of the crescent, the 
large island of New Caledonia, an old French 
convict colony, and the Loyalty Islands. 

The natives of Melanesia are for the most 
part negro-like in appearance, with thick lips, 
very dark skin, and curly hair. They are 
closely related to the Papuans of New Guinea. 
Their social and political customs are crude, 
but they have all the negro's skill in savage 
arts. They are industrious and energetic. 

Groups of Tiny Islands 
North of Melanesia lies the division called 

Micronesia (' ' small islands '' ). This consists 
of close-packed groups of tiny islands ; some of 
volcanic origin, others merely atolls, as the 
peculiar ring-shaped coral islands are called. 
The principal groups are the Maria~as or 
Ladrones to the north ; the Pelew Islands, 

· with their amazingly fertile soil ; the widely 
scattered Caroline Islands, famous for their 
strange prehistoric ruins ; the Marshall Islands, 
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The Intelligent Kanakas j 

where dwell the boldest and most skilful 
navigators of the Pacific ; and the crowded 
Gilbert Islands, formerly noted for the fierce 
cruelty of their inhabitants. 

In general the natives of .Micronesia are of 
mixed black, brown, and yellow strains. For 
Malay and Chinese characteristics mingle with 
strong traces of Papuan blood, but these 
peoples are generally more handsome and of 
higher intelligence than the Melanesians. 

Tall Men and Comely Women 
The remaining great groups of islands, which 

occupy the centre of the Pacific, fall into the 
division called Polynesia(" many isla.nds "),and 
it is among these that the true South Sea 
romance dwells. The Polynesian men are 
among the tallest in the world, averaging on 
some islands 6 feet in height. The women 
are often beautiful. 

The race is light brown in colour, with 
straight black hair ; and some scientists trace 
it to the same Caucasiap stock in the New 
Stone Age from which the white race of Europe 
sprang. The intelligence of these Kanakas, 
as they are sometimes called, is high, and 
their manners are excellerl;t. In their happy 
and indolent life they long ago lost the desire 
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Who were the ancient sculptors who carved these stone images found ort Easter Island, separated ac; it is by x,ooo miles 
of deep ocean from the nearest inhabited land ? So far no one has found an answer to the puzzle. Cut ou t of grey 

· stone, many of the figures were crowned with red stone " hats/' as you see here. 
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