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Most of his 80th birthd_ay he spent in the saddle, 
and he died within two days of his 81st birthday 
with his official dispatch-box and an unfinished 
letter by his side. He will always be remem
bered as a forcible and aggressiv:e champion of 
the rights and security of the British Empire, 
and as a supporter of the downtrodden and 
oppressed. 

His independent attitude often got him into 
trouble. Iri 1850 he was rebuked by Queen 
Victoria for failing to obtain the royal 
sanction for his measures, and in the fol
lowing year he. was dismissed from office for 
expressing an opinion to the French am
bassador on a political question without the i . 
approval of his colleagues. 

Palmerston was foreign minister from 1830 
to 1841; and again from 1846 ·to 1851, and 
was prime minister from 1855 to 1858 and 
finally from 1859 until his death. 
PALMYRA, SYRIA. It is five days' camel 
journey from Damascus across the Syrian 
desert to the ruins of Palmyra, the beautiful 
city from which Queen Zenobia 16 centuries 
ago held sway over a considerable kingdom 
on the eastern border of the Roman Empire, 
extending from northern Palestine to the 
Euphrates. . 

may read in Chancer's "Monk's Tale" had 
a tragic ending. Her armies were no match 
for the troops of the vigorous soldier-emperor 
Aurelian, whose desert march to Palmyra was 
an achievement worthy of a Roman, and in 
273 the queen was conquered and dethroned. 
The city was destroyed, and thereafter the 
caravans took other routes. 

Palmyra to-day is inhabited only by a few 
Arabs, whose mud huts are built in the court· 

TEMPLE OF THE SUN AT PALMYRA 
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The famous ''_city of palms'' can never 
have been more than a square mile in area, 
but the whole of that space was made beauti
ful. Through the centre, for nearly a mile, 
extended a great quadruple colonnade of rosy
white limestone, 7 50 columns in all, each of 
them 55 feet high, and terminating in a 
triumphal arch. Beyond this, upon a terrace, 
stood the Temple of the Sun, its court sur
rounded by pillars intricately carved. 

An Important Trade Post 
This great temple shows clearly the Greek influence which 
overspread ancient Syria. The temple, before it fell into 
ruins, consisted of 390 columns in double or triple rows, 
and covered a terrace 750 feet square. It was surrounded 

The wealth which made this beauty possible 
began to pour into Palmyra before the 
Christian era, when the oasis in which the city 
stood became a trade post on the camel route 
by which the silks, perfumes, and jewels of the 
East were brought to the Mediterranean world. 
Heavy toll was taken from the caravans iri 
return for protection from the desert tribes, and 
duties were levied on all imports and exports. 

The city's most splendid period extended 
.from A.D. 130 to 270, when political importance 
was added to wealth by Rome's recognition of 

. ralmyra as a valuable buffer state against the 
rising empire of Persia. Zenobia's husband, 
Odenathus, was made viceroy of the East, 
in return fo~ military operations against Persia. 
His glory was short-lived, for he was assas
sinated in 267, at the height of his success . 
. After her husband's death Zenobia sought 
independent empire for her son, but the story 
of her splendid defiance of Rome which you 

by a wall so feet high. 

yard of the Temple of the Sun. Vast ruins, 
however, remain. Palmyra is the Tadmor of 
the Bible (2 Chron. viii, 4), which is said to 
have been built by Solomon. - .. .. 
PAN. In Greek mythology there is, perhaps, 
no more picturesque figure than Pan, the god of 
flocks and pastures, of fields a~d forests. He i~ 
represented as having horns, a goat's beard, 
pointed ears, a tail, and goat's feet . 

He led a merry life, dwelling in caves, wander-. . ' 
ing through wood and dale and over the nio_un-
tains, protecting flocks, hunting and ~ fishing, 
and dancing with the nymphs. He fell in love 
with the beautiful nymph Syrinx, the legend 
relates, but, frightened at his_ appearance, 'she 
fled .from him, and was transformed into a reed. 
From this reed the god made the instrument 
known as the syrinx or Pan's pipes. 
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