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Panama for £2,000,000, this purchase being undertaking as the Panama Canal, there would 
further confirmed in 1922 by a payment of be no room for anything but admiration of the 
£5,000,000 to the Republic of Colombia, in Government and the engineers who had set 
settlement of all claims. . themselves a task of such unprecedented 

· Ships Lifted 85 Feet magnitude. 
The gigantic dam that holds up the waters As a matter of fact, there were many who 

of the Chagres River has formed a lake over prophesied disaster, and regarded the courage. 
160 square miles in area, and the surface of of the engineers as foolhardiness. The un
this artificial lake is 85 feet above sea-level. controllable waters of the Chagres River, fed by 
Ships pa~ing into. the canal from the Atlantic an annual rainfall of lOO inches, would, said 
end steam at sea-level until they reach Gatun. some, flood the canal out of sight. At Culebra 
Here they enter the lake by being lifted 85 feet the mountain would slide into the cutting 
through a series of three immense twin locks, faster than the steam shovels could dig it out.· 
each 1,000 feet long and 110· feet wide. Even when the canal was opened, and the 

For 32 miles there is no obstruction, until, ships of the world were using it as an ocean 
at Pedro Miguel and Miraflores, there are highway, the critics prophesied that the canal 

WHERE THE ATLANTIC IS WEST OF THE PACIFIC hadcostso.muchthatitwould 
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never pay. 
But history has already re

futed all these gloomy pre
dictions. The traffic through 
the canal is increasing every 
year, and when allowance has 
been .made for the fact that 
the canal is a necessary pro
vision of defence for the people 
of the United States, allowing 
their battle-ships as well as 
their merchantmen to pass 
from the east coast to the 
west coast, the canal has 
proved itself a business suc
cess. The tolls received from 
ships using the canal have_ 
reached as high a level as 
£493,000 in one month. 

From every point of view, 
the construction of the Panama 
Canal was an event unparal .. 
leled in history. It cut through 
a continent, opening an ocean 
highway from east to west, and 
from west to east, which gave 
birth to a new era in ocean 

.. , : . ·o· o . _ ,· , · . · -- commerce . 
. ·~ · · ' ·:: .. ·,i·.f '\. C . . · · For example, the distance 

.:.: ~- .~ , .. _.· ~-A C( · · t~ · .· ·. · between Liverpool and Mel-
. • ~ ~ TABOGA I. anttariUm. bourne via Panama is nearly 

Doesn't this map. seem puzzling when you first look at it ? There's the Atlantic to 3,000 miles less than via Suez. 
the west where the Pacific ought to be. Yet it is perfectly accurate. The Isthmus Between Liverpool and New 
of Panama, as you can see on the little map in the upper left-hand corner, 
takes a dip to tbe south-west at this point. This makes the Atlantic end of the Zealand the distance is 5,500 
canal actually farther west than the Pacific end. The dotted lines indicate the miles less. Even more re-

. boundaries of the Canal Zone. · markable is the revolution 
three other twin locks, down which the southern
bound vessels are lowered, bringing them again 
to sea-level, and almost within sight of the 
city oi Panama and the port of Balboa, both 
on the Pacific Ocean. 

One might think that in contemplating the 
construction of such a wonderful and stupenqous 

which the canal has made in the United States . 
intercoastal trade. Fresh fruit has been 
shipped from California to New York through . 
the Panama Canal in 19 days, w4ich very 
closely approximates to the time taken by 
an ordinary goods train in crossing the American 
continent. 
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