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I PUMPKIN 

PUMPKIN. This plant, with its enormous 
fruit, is better known in America than in Great 
Britain, into which country it is supposed to 
have been introduced from southern ]~urope 
towards the close of the 16th century. The 
first settlers in America found the Indians 
cultivating this big squash-like fruit in their 
fields of maize, and ever since those early days 
the pumpkin has been a favourite article of 
food in that country. 

The pumpkin vine grows to a length of 
20 feet or more, and has large leaves, hollow 
prickly stems, and large yellow flowers. In 

. America pumpkins are very often pla.nted as 
the Indians planted them, between the rows 
of maize. The fruit weighs usually between 
10 and 40 lb., but often attains a much larger 
size. Pumpkins turn from green to yellow 
as they ripen, and are ready · to harvest only 
when other vegetation has been killed by the 
frost. Raw pumpkins are used for cattle food, 
and the cooked fruit is made into pies. 

The scientific name of the pumpkin is 

• 

PUNCTUATION I 
specified " all foreign fruit-plants," etc., but 
a clerk in copying the bill changed the hyphen 
in the compound word "fruit-plants " to a 
comma, making it read, '' All foreign fruit, '' 
plants," etc. The consequence was that for a 
year, until the blunder could be remedied, all 
oranges, lemons, bananas, grapes, and other 
foreign fruits were admitted free of duty. 

The ancient Greeks and Romans did not 
bother about punctuation ; in very early times 
they did not e-ven. separate the wo:!:ds in 
writing. But if you attempt to reaCt. one of 
their ancient manuscripts, you will realize 
how much easi~r it is to read a page that is 
properly punctuated. 

Principal Marks of Pupctuation 
Manutius, a Venetian pri.nter of the 16th 

.century, is generally regarded as the father of 
our present system of punctuation. · Its princi
pal marks are the following: the period (.), 
generally placed at the end of a sentence and 
at the end of abbreviated words; the comma 
(,), used to separate words, phrases, and some-

A T R I O o F p U M p K I N s O N T H E I R T RA V E L S times clauses ; the semicolon 
· *··--'----- - -···- -.- ·vv ..... ¥·w-~: (; ), used to separate clauses 
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. ·f. . • " .. :. . -~ or divisions of ·a sentence . 
' ·. · ~~ : ;~::; requiring a more marked 

_, ~ ;.- "~ 

· ·. "· .. · . . . . · ~ · ·~ separation than is indicated 
· ·" :·· .·: . by the comma ; the colon (: )) 

~~~ · - used where the sentences 
require a more marked separa
tion than is · indicated by the 
semicolon, as well as to intro
duce a series of particulars 
or a long quotation ; the dash 
( ), generally used to indicate 
a break in the thought or a 

' ··'~: change in the structure of a 
sentence; the note · of in
.terrogation (~),used to denote 
a question ; the note of -
exclamation (!), used to ex
press surprise ; the hyphen 
(- ), used between the divj. 
sions of a compound word , 

These handsome fruits belong to the same family as the vegetable marrow. They and to divide any word 
are very popular in America, but are not often seen in this country. at the end of a line ; the 

Ouctt:rbita pepo. The vegetable marrow belongs apostrophe ('), used as a sign of the possessive 
to the ~ame family, and so do the squashes. case and to supply the place of any letter 
And pumpkins are sometimes- called squashes, or letters omitted from the word ; parentheses 
though · the term squash is more correctly ( ), used to enclose explanatory matter; square 
confined to those plants which have soft, bra.ckets [ ], used to include the words or 
spongy, cylindrical fruits, and which have no remarks of an author within the quoted writing 
enlargement at the point ~'here the fruit of some other person; the double quotation 
jojns the stem. marks (" "), used to enclose any w-ord or 
PUNCTUATION. A misplaced comma once words quoted from another petson, and some
cost the United States Government nearly a times to indicate the title of a book, news
quarter of a million pounds. In a tariff bill paper, magazine, play, etc.; and single quota
about 50 years ago the section enumerating tion marks (' '), used to enclose a quotation 
what articles should be admitted free of duty within a quotation. . . 

For any subject not found in its alphabetical place see information · 
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