
• 

• 

• 

• 

• 
• 

• 

• 

\PYTHAGORAS 
-

the Tarentine coast, and there a fierce battle 
was fought (280 B.O.). Pyrrhus won the day, 
but his loss was so great that he is said to have 
exclajmed after the battle, " Another such 
victory and we are lost ! " Thus arose the 
expression '.' Pyrrhic victory~ " which we still 
use of a victory so costly that it is little better 
than defeat. After another such victory at 
Asculum, he withdrew · to Sicily. r 

The Disaster at Beneventum 
Here, in aiding the Syracusans against the 

Carthaginians, he saw another opportunity for 
conquest. At first he met with brilliant success, 
but he soon lost popularity. He returned to 
Tarentum, and met final defeat at the hands of 
the Romans in the battle of Beneventum 
(274 B.o.). Returning to Greece, Pyrrhus en
ga.ged in various military ente;rprises, but failed 
to realize his ambitions. He was almost on 
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the point of gaining th~ Macedonian crown which 
he so much desired, when, having been called 
to .A.rgos to help to settle a political quarrel, 
he was struck by a tile thrown from 'a roof and 
kHled. 
PYTHAGORAS (pi-thag' 6-rcis) (about 582-
500 B.o.). One day seeing a dog beaten and 
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PYTHON) 

Our chief interest in the Pythagoreans is due 
to the fact that they made many important 
contributions to the sciences of mathematics 
and astronomy. They discovered the general 
proof of the important fact that " the square of 
the hypotenuse equals the sum of the squares 
of the other two sides of a right-angled triangle " 
(see Geometry). They were the first to teach 
that the earth is a globe, revolving with other 
planets round a central fire. 

These mathematical discoveries so fascinated 
the Pythagorean thinkers, and the new science 
of numbers seemed such a wonderful and im
portant thing to them, that they held that 
numbers were the very substance o£ the universe, 
and declared that " all things are num hers." 
PYTHON. When you go visiting the anjmals 
at the Zoo, be sure to make a call on the python, 
that powerful gigantic snake who belongs to 
the same family as the boa, and whose real home 
is found in the tropical parts of Africa, Asia and 
Australia. The one you will see there wHl 
probably be the reticulated python, the largest 
serpent of the Old World and the only rival 
of the anaconda for the foremost place in 
the kingdom of the snakes . 

hearing him howl, the G·reek 
philosopher Pythagoras bade 
the striker cease, saying: "It 
is the soul of a friend of mine, 
whom I recognized by his 
voice." 

THIRTY FEET OF COILS 
A sleepy looking fellow he 

seems here, as he proudly coils 
up his handsome yellowish
brown body (sometimes 30 feet 
long), marked in a black lozeng~ 
pattern and glittering in the 
sunshine with many hues. 
But he is savage enough in 
his native regions o£ Indo
China and the Malay Islands. 

This remark illustrates the 
belief of Pythagoras tnat at 
death the soul passes into 
another living creature. Be
lief in the " transmigration of 
souls'' is common among 
primitive peoples and has even 
passed into some highly de-
veloped religious systems. · 

Pythagoras is said to have 
spent 30 years visiting various 
countries about the Mediter
ranean Sea. About 529 B.O. 

he settled in Crotona, a Greek 
city of southern Italy, and 
founded a religious brother

The Python has no poison fangs. He 
coils himself round his prey. 

Woe to the birds, small deer, 
and other animals who come 
down to a jungle water-hole 
for a drink ! With a pounce, 
the python would wind himself 
round his victim, and crush 
him with his terrific strength, 
and roll him into a compact 
sausage-shaped mass. Then, ~ 
opening his well - toothed 
loosely hinged jaws (that can 
manage anything not larger 

hood, bound by vows of sobriety and self-control 
and to the observance of certain mystical rites. 
The order spread rapidly in the neighbouring 
cities, but won the hatred of the people because 
it became entangled with politics. lVIobs sacked· 
the houses where the Pythagoreans met, and 
killed many members of the order. Whether or 
not Pythagoras perished in thjs outbreak re
mains unknown. The brotherhood was never 
revived, but the teachings of Pythagoras were 
widely held in Greece and Italy until about the 
middle of the 4th century B.o. 
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than a goat), he would devour his meal so 
slowly that if it were a good-sized one he 
would not care for another for several weeks ! 

Pythons grow. slowly probably living to a 
great age. The female lays about a hundred 
eggs, which she collects in a hean, coils round, 
and, taking a two months' fast, guards until . 
they hatch. 

Pythons belong to the genus Pythonidce of the family 
Boid~, and there are several species, including the brown 
light-spotted'' royal python'' (Python regius), the Indian 
python (Python molurus), and a small species found in 
southern Mexico . 
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