
, 

• 

' 

• 

. ' 

I QUEBEC. CITY OF 
• 

given way to the motor ; and the habitants, 
or French-Canadian peasants, who throng the 
markets, still live and dress much as did their 
forefathers. 

The Upper Town contains the more fashion
able shops, residences, parks, churches, and fine 
public buildings. Conspicuous among the latter 
are the buildings of the provincial parliament 
and the various government departments, for 
Quebec is the capital of the province which 
bears the same name. For 150 years of French 
rule and upward of 30 of British dominion it was 
also the capital of Canada. 

The University and the Basilica 

• 

On the heights are the seminary of Quebec 
and Laval University, the seat of French learn
ing and -culture in the New World. Some of the 
seminary buildings date from the latter half of 
the 17th century. Many splendid old churches 
and convents, famous for their paintings and 
relics, remind the visitor of the religious zeal 
which played so large a part in winning the . 
New World for civilization. The Basilica or 
French Cathedral, dedicated in 1650, is one of 
the oldest places of worship in the Dominion. 
In the nave of the Ursuline Convent chapel 
(1639) lie the bones of the Marquis de Montcalm. 

Much of the commercial life of the city still 
centres in the narrow strip of land at the foot 
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of the cliff. Steep and winding streets, flights 
of stairs, and a lift connect the two parts. 
Along the water's edge are miles of wharves and 
docks, for Quebec was long the chief port of 
Canada. 

It is not now the commercial centre that 
it once was, however, for the western develop
ment of the country transferred most of the 
export trade of the province to Montr:eal. But 
now, as the ocean-going vessels increase in size, 
it becomes more difficult for them to ascend the 
river, which at Quebec narrows to about a mile 
in width, from which fact possibly comes the 
name" Quebec," from an Indian word meaning 
"a sudden narrowing." This is bringing some 
of the commerce, especially in lumber, back to 
Quebec. The great passenger liners also tend 
to make Quebec · their terminus. 

Memories of Other Days 
Quebec is rich in memori~s of the past, be

ginning with the visit of the navigator Jacques 
Cartier, in 1535, who found several tribes of 
Indians encamped there. Another bold French· 
man, Samuel de Champlain, founded the first 
settlement below the c9mmanding heights, 
which became the stronghold first of French 
power in America and later of British. Quebec 
finally passed into British hands after the 
memorable campaigns in 1759. 

MAGNIFICENT CHATEAU FRONTENAC ON DUFFERIN TERRACE 

One o.f the finest hotels in all the world is the Chateau Frontenac, built in the style of a French chateau, on Dufferin 
Terrace in the city of Quebec, overlooking the picturesque St. Lawrence River. 
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