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R. Our letter R is generally traced right 
back to the old Egyptian hieroglyph < > , 
representing a mouth. Written in a running 
hand (the so-called hieratic form) it became 
~ . The Phrenicians, writing on stone, gave 
it a more angu- . A DWELLER IN 
lar form 4 and r-·- -·---.• 
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RACCOON. This animal is a relative of the 
bear, though it is much smaller and does not 
greatly resemble the bear except in its ·manner 
of walking, which is " plantigrade " t]J.at is, 
with the hind-feet resting flat on the ground. 

THE TREE TOPS 
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It is found in 
_ " North America, 

• called it Resh, 
meaning ""head," 
from its fancied 
resemblance to the 

• • • • • ' . 

especially in the 
southern part of 
the Unit.ed States 
and along t h e 
Pacific coast. A 
species called the 

head supported by · ·. ·_ 
the neck. 

The Greeks 
faced it about and 
then later rounded 
it so that it looked 
just like our P. 
We should have 
had two letters 
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· crab-eating r a c -
· coon is also found 

in parts of South 
America. 

with exactly the 
same form, had 
they not added a 
little tail, which 
made the letter 
R as we have it 
to-day. The Ro
mans kept t h i s 
for m, but the 
Greeks, who had 
developed the 
form TT for P, 

The common 
" coon " of the 
United States has 
a stout clumsy 
body, about two 
feet long without 
the tail, which is 
about a fpot in 
length. The long 
coarse hair of the 
body is greyish
brown, and t.he 
tail is ringed with 

The Raccoon is very plentiful iri the U.S.A. It rests all day in the -tree black and white. 
tops, and comes out at night. . .. The head is broad 

dropped the ·tail again, so 
(Rho) is still written P. 

their letter R with a pointed muzzle, arid the face is crossed 

No other consonant shows so many varia
tions in pronunciation as the letter R. In 
France and Germany it is trilled. In England 
and An;1erica it varies greatly according to the 
locality. Of the close relationship between 
L and R, we have already spoken in the story 
of L. 
RABBIT. This term is applied to certain 
speci~s of the genus Lepus which, unlike the 
hares, . live in · colonibs or " warrens," with 
extensive underground burrows ; their young 
are born quite blind and hairless. In appear
ance rabbits differ in certain respects from 
hares. In comparison with the hare, the rabbit 
is small, arid the hind-legs and the ears are 
shorter. (See Hares and Rabbits.) 

by a dark band which includes the eyes. 
The home of the animal is usually high up 

in the hollow of a .large tree ; here it rests by 
day and sleeps through the severe winter 
weather. It is active at night, and during 
the season of young maize is very destructive 
to the green ears. Besides maize, it~ usual 
food is fish, crayfish, and various molluscs, 
though it also eats mice, insects, fruits, small 
birds, and eggs. The raccoon makes an in
teresting pet, for it is intelligent and full of 
a restless curiosity. 

In early pioneer days raccoon fur wa·~ , much 
used for coats, carriage robes, and especially 
the famous " coon-skin " caps, on which the 
tails were often left hanging. Scientific name, 
Procyon lotor. 
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