
• 

• 

• • 
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end of each year a specified number of animals, 
totalling 30 in all . These regulations have 
advanced the Alaskan Eskimos in less tha,n a 
generation from the stage of nomadic hunters 
to the pastoral stage of civilization. It has 
be~n well said that ''a reindeer herd is an 
Eskimo's bank account." Scientific name of 
reindeer, Rangifer tarandus. In America the 
reindeer is known as the caribou. (See Caribou.) 
RELIGIONS OF THE WoRLD. Of the world's 
great religions Christianity has by far the 
greatest number of followers. Over one-third 
<;>f the entire population of the world some 
600,000,000 peopl~ profess some form of this 
faith. It is the great proselytizing religion. In 
2,000 years of missionary work, migration, and 
conquest, its adherents have carried its teachings 
to every continent. To-day Europe, America, 
and Australia a.re overwhelmingly Christian, 
while the Christians jn .A8ia and Africa are 
steadily increasing in numbers and influence. 

In the last quarter of a century, while most 
other religions have stood still or declined, the 
number of Christians has increased nearly one
fifth. In the same period the number of 
Mohammedans has increased one-fourth. 

Growth of Mohammedanism 
This remarkable recent growth of Moham

medanism is due to a revival of the proselytizing 
spirit, in which Islam has been second only to 
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The Christia~ Church.-1 

Tse passive individualism, as the means of 
attaining the greatest good. (See Confucius.) 

Hinduism is the chief religion of India, with 
about 210,000,000 adherents (see Hindui~m). 
Buddhism, which also arose in India, spread over 
central and eastern Asia, and now claims nearly 
140,000,000 adherents (see Buddha). In China 
and Japan it has existed for centuries along with 
the older religions, Confucianism, Taoism, and 
Shintoism. 

Shintoism, the folk religion of J a pari, was 
largely absorbed into Buddhism when the latter 
faith was brought over from China. 
· Western Trend of Judaism 

Judaism, the first of the great monotheistic 
religions (those t eaching the doctrine of one 
God), has been carried westward by the Jewish 
migrations from Palestine, until to-day three
fifths of the 15,000,000 Jews in the world are 
in Europe, and another fifth in Am erica-mostly 
in the United States. 

The Christian Church has three main divisions, 
the Roman Catholic, Eastern Orthodox, and 
Protestant churches. No accurat,e figures are 
available, but latest estimates put the numbers 
of their adherents at 295,000,000, 121,000,000, 
and 194,000,000, respectively. 

The Roman Catholic Church thus includes 
nearly half the total number of Christians. 
The population of Europe, Latin America, and 

STATISTICS OF THE WORLD'S RELIGIONS 
Oceania is predomina.ntly Catholic, with 
the Eastern Orthodox Church leading in 
the Balkan peninsula, Asia Minor, Syria, 
and the Russian Empire . 
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The Eastern Orthodox Church, which 
separated from the Roman Catholic Church 
in the 11th century, adhering to the pri
macy of the Patriarch of Constantinople 
while the Roman Catholic Church adhered 
to the primacy of the Bishop of Rome, 
includes the Greek, Hellenic, Russian, 
Serbian, Bulgarian, Syrian, Rumanian, 
and other churches. Various other 
churches, including the Armenian, Nes
torian, Coptic, and Abyssinian, are gen
erally grouped with this divi~ion. 

Other Denominations 
This diagram shows the number of people professing the various 

.religions of the world. The light shaded portion represents the 
followers of Christianity, and the dark shaded section the number 

adopting other religions. The largest of the Protestant sects re
sulting from the Reformat ion begun by 

Luther in 1517 is the Lutheran Church. It has Christianity. Missionary activities and military 
conquests carried this faith from its birthplace 
in Arabia (see Mohammed) far and wide, unt.il 
now some 225,000,000 Moslems answer the daily 
calls to prayer. 

Numerically greater than the Mohammedans 
are the 300,000,000 Confucianists and Taoists of 
China. They are the followers of two Chinese 
teachers, Confucius and Lao-Tse, each of whom 
sought to establish a system of practical morality, 
Confucius emphasizing social service, and Lao-

• some 60,000,000 adherents, about two-thirds of 
whom live in Germany and Scandinavia. 
Methodists, Presbyterians, Anglicans (including 
the Protestant Episcopalians of the United 
States), and Baptists follow. 

Included among the other numerically im
portant denominations are the Disciples of 
Christ (Campbellites)~ Congregationalists, Men
nonites, Friends (Quakers), Unitarians, and the 
Latter Day Saints (Mormons) . 
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