
• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

I 

• • 
• • • • 

ROUND TABLE 
. 

WATER-BORNE TRAFFIC IN THE CHIEF SEAPORT OF HOLLAND - ..... - _,..... . . . 
' . . 

' . . . 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• • . 
• • . 

Like other of the more important Dutch cities, Rotterdam is a network of canals. Its total trade is equal to about 
one-half of that of the entire country, and roughly four-fifths of the river Rhine commerce passes through the port . 

Rotterdam is the secon-d largest city of Holland. 

Rotterdam's chief business is trading by sea 
in coffee, tea, tobacco flour, sugar, spices, coal, 
oil, and all sorts of foodstuffs, especially with 
the Dutch East Indies. Rotterdam is also the 
centre for the Rhine-Meuse water-borne inland 
traffic. There are iron works, and shipbuilding 
is the leading industry. Sugar refining and the 
manufacture of cigars, margarine, paints, rope, 
and leather are also important. 

Wooden Houses Built on Piles 
Most of the quaint old-fashioned wooden 

houses with their many gables are built on piles. 
A number of tree-bordered canals and water
ways run through the city in all directions. The 
principal quay is called the Boompjes, or " little 
trees." One of Rotterdam's most cherished 
treasures is a statue of the great scholar Eras
mus, who was born there in the 15th century. 

Rotterdam probably originated in two castles 
which existed there in feudal times. Of late 
years it has grown very fast and has now about 
516,000 people. 
ROUND TABLE. When King Arthur of 
Britain gathered about him his chosen knights, 
according to the legends they sat at the famous 
Round Table, so that there might be no quarrels 
as to who should sit above the other, and that 
the king might sit among them, a man among 
equals. _The name came to be applied to the 
knights themselves, as the title of the mythical 
_order of chivalry. 

According to some versions, the table was 
made by t~e wise magician l\1erlin, and it came 
into Arthur's possession with the dowry of his 
queen, Guinevere. The legends differ as to the 
number of knights, some placing the figure at 
150, and others making the number that t.he 
table would seat much larger. . 

Only the best and most valiant knights were 
adjudged worthy of a seat at the Round Table, 
and each chosen knight had his own seat with 
his name carved upon it. The members formed 
a brotherhood bound by oath to help one 
another in danger and to refrain from fighting 
among themselves. 

In the goodly c<;>mpany were brave Sir Per
ceval de Galis, one of the men that most be-
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lieved in Christ ; Sir Lancelot, beloved by the 
fair Elaine of Astolat, and Sir Bors de Ganis, 
his cousin; Sir Gawaine, Sir Gareth of Orkney, 
and Sir G~heris, all brothers, and nephews of 
King Arthur ; Sir Tristram de Liones, the best 
huntsman of the world and the noblest blower 
of a horn; Sir Kay, the seneschal of King 
Arthur's court ; Sir Hector de Maris, who was 
cured of his wounds by the Holy Grail ; the 
traitor Sir Modred, wi?.o usurped the throne and 
tried to wed Queen Guinevere, but was killed 
in combat with King Arthur; the noble Sir 
Bedivere, who received the last commands of 
the king and became a hermit on the death 
of his chief ; Sir Lamorak de Galis, Sir Sagra
more le DeBirous, Sir Palamides the Saracen, 
Sir Bleoberis, al).d numerous other brave and 
noble knjghts. 

The Seat of Sir Galahad 
There was one seat, however, known as "the 

Siege (seat) Perilous," which had no name upon 
it. It was reserved for him who should succeed 
in the search for the Holy Grail that mystic 
vessel from which Christ had drunk at the Last 
Supper. It was filled at last by Sir Galahad, 
the perfect knight. 

· Tennyson tells many of the stories of the 
Round Table in his "Idylls_ of the King." (See 
Arthur, King: Galahad.) , 
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