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A Former Powerful Empire 

R USSIA. When the Tsars ruled ' 'all · the 
Russias,'' the Russian , Empire extended 

over 165 degrees of 'longitude, and embraced 
one-seventh of the land surface of the globe. 

This mighty empire included, in Europe, 
:first, the three historic Russias Great Russia, 
a huge triangle with its base on the Arctic 
Ocean and its apex on the upper waters of 

· the Don ; the swamps and forests of White 
Russia, west of the lower half of the triangle ; 
and to the south, wedged in between White 
Russia and the apex of the triangle, the fertile 
grain-fields and blooming gardens of Little 
Russia or the Ukraine. · -
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Fringe of Alien Territories. 
Around these was a fringe of originally alien 

territories to the west Finland, the Baltic 
Provinces (Esthonia, Latvia, and Lithuania), 
and Poland ; to the south, bordering on the 
Black Sea and the Sea of Azof, provinces 
which included Bessarabia, the Crimea, and the 
territory of the Don Gossacks ; and eastward, 
extending to the Caspian Sea and the Ural 

. Mountains, were the Kalmuck and Kirghiz 
steppes of Astrakhan and the lower V olga 
basin. 

About three-fourths of the empire, however, 
and about one-sixth of the population were in 
Asia. Stretching away from the Ural Moun
tains to the Pacific Ocean was the vast territory 
of Siberia, with various southward extensions 
which brought the Russian double-headed 
eagle to the borders of Manchuria and Mongolia 
in the east and of Mghanistan and Persia in 
the west. In the neck of land between the 
Black and Caspian seas was the province of 
Caucasus, with formerly independent Armenia 
.and Georgia. 

The keystone of the whole huge structure 
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was Great Russia or Muscovy, with its capital 
either at Moscow or at Leningrad (St. Peters
burg). All the other "Russias " and Russian 
dependencies were additions ·made to it bit 
by bit. (See Asia ; Europe.) 

In the chaos that followed the dethronement 
of the Tsar and the revolution of 1917, Fin
land, Esthonia, Latvia, Lithuania, Poland, the 
Ukraine, . Georgia, Azerbaijan, parts of Siberia, 
and other regions broke away from the control 
of Moscow. The · name '' Russia'' became 
attached to the region of which Moscow was 
the nucleus a territory about one-fourth the 
size of the old empire, but still many times the 
size of the next largest European country. 
Russia acknowledged the independence of 
Finland, the Baltic countries, and Poland, 
but other states tended to gravitate back 
within the Russian sphere of influence, either 
as closely allied or federated republics or 
as integral parts of the Russian State. . 

The New Russia and the Old 
Instead of the 8,417,118 square miles of 

territory and 178,378,800 population included 
in the Russian Empire of 1914, the new Russia 
has an area less by about 250,000 square miles 
and about 50,000,000 fewer population, ·· as 
near as it is possible to estimate. 

The flatness of Russia and the ·huge scale of 
its plains, rivers, lakes, and forests distinguish 
it from ·the smaller countries of western Europe. 
Its watery fringe of lakes and marshes on the 
north and west it shares with Finland and .its 
other western neighbours. 

Like the struggling countries of midd.J.e 
Europe, its free economic development is 
hampered by difficult access to the great ocean 
highways. Of the four land-locked seas on 
which it has a foothold, the Caspian has no 
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