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Here is the work of rusts and smuts upon wheat (1), barley (2), oats (3), and maize (4) . To the left of the shrivelled stalks 
~f the first three is a fine healthy head of the same grain with plump, well-developed kernels. The smutted ear of maize 

with its distorted kernels is a most distressing sight. . 
I 

For the prevention of grain rusts, experts are with you as you have dealt with my sons and 
pinning their strongest hopes to the develop- me.'' Then she kissed them, with many tears. 
ment of new varieties of grain able to resist the And Orphah kissed her mother-in-law and 
fungus. Crop rotation helps to cure rust- went back, but Ruth clung to her and would 
infected soils. Excess of either nitrogen or not go back. "Entreat me not to leave thee," 
moisture favours the infection. Experiments she said, "or to return from following after 
prove that although the barberry stage is not thee : for whither thou goest, I will go ; and 
always indispensable to wheat rust, it increases where thou lodgest, I will lodge : thy people 
the distribution of the parasite. shall be my people, and thy God ·my God : 

Smuts lend themselves more readily than where thou diest, will I die, and there will I be 
rusts to the preventive methods of modern buried : the Lord do so to me and more also, 
agriculture. That is because the smut spo~es if aught but death part thee and me." So Ruth 
cling to the outside of the seeds and may be and Nao:rpi went on together, and they reached 
killed by disinfecting before sowing. For this Bethlehem in the time of the barley harvest. . 
purpose three treatments are in common use Now, it was the custom in those days for the 
by hot water, formaldehyde, and 5 T 1 L L AN 0 THE R RusT · P?Or to go into the fie!ds a.nd 
copper sulphate. Early seeding ___ -·-- . ~- ... ~- : ... -- . _ ~ pick up, or glean, the gram which 
is strongly advised as a protec- ; . 1 the reapers had left behind. 
tion against smut as well as rust. · j Ruth went out to glean, so that 
RUTH. In the days when the she and Naomi might have food; 
· <Judges" ruled in the land of · and it so happened that she 
Israel so the Bible tells us in came to the field of a wealthy 
the beautiful story of Ruth a · kinsman of her husband's, named 
certain man of Bethlehem had 1 Boaz. He noticed Ruth as she 
gone with his wife Naomi and gleaned among the reapers, and 
his two sons to dwell in the land he asked after her. 
of Moab. There he died, and And when they told him .who 
later the two sons, who had she was, and how she had left 
married Moabite women, also her native land to come to a 

• 

died. Sad and lonely, N aomi The swelling which you see i~ the cen- strange place, he was deeply 
decided to return to her old home. tral stem of this young pine is due to moved by her loyalty to N aomi. 
So with her daughters-in-law, white pine "blister rust," one of the He spoke kindly to Ruth, tell-

worst enemies of the forest giants. 
Ruth and Orphah, she started ing her to come again to his 
out on the journey back to Bethlehem. field. He commanded his young men to treat 

Before they had gone very far, Naomi told her with respect, and told them to let some 
her companions to return to their homes, for of the grain fall on purpose for her. 

' only grief and loneliness were in store for them Ruth returned home very happy that even-
if they followed her into a strange land. " Go, ing, and described the great kindness of Boaz. 
my daughters," she said, "return each to your "The man is one of our near kinsmen," said 
mother's house, and may the Lord deal kindly Naomi. So day after day Ruth gleaned in the 
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