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How th~ Dunes were Formed
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KING SAHARA

His .DAUGHTER DESERTS

The Burning Wastes of the Great A jri,an Desert and Its C o1ttinuations A cross
Central Asia-Why Rain is Lacking and How the Vast Sand Dunes Have Been
.
Made Oases and Carava1~s ·
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If you will look at the map of

westernmost coast of Africa in a diagonal line
to far-away Manchuria in eastern Asia, you will
have traced roughly the backbone of the great
desert belt of the Old World. ]'or a stretch
of 10,000 miles, interrupted only by a few great
streams, one desolate region succeeds another.
First comes the Great Sahara desert, which,
beyond the narrow valley of the Nile to the
east, becomes the ~ubian desert. Then the
arid waste leaps the Red Sea and merges into
the Arabian and Syrian deserts. Waste lands
then continue in patches through Persia, branching southward to the great desert of Sind in
India, and northward over the barren highlands of central Asia to the immense sandy
stretches of the Gobi desert in Mongolia. Altogether it is a vast desert chain, stretching almost
half-way round the worJd, with little or no
rainfall throughout the year.
Almost as Large as Europe

Of all these deserts, and of all other deserts in
the world, the Great Sahara is king. With a
length of 3,200 miles and an extreme breadth
of 1,400, making an area of about 3,500,000
square miles, the Sahara is nearly equal in size
to the whole of Europe. From the Atlas
Mountains on the north to the Sudan on the
south, and fro~ the Igidi region of Morocco to
the Nile. V·a lley, there is not a single river.
Occasionally the " wadies," or dried bed~ of
ancient streams, will carry torrents of water
after one of the rare cloud-bursts, but this is
quickly swallowed up in the thirsty earth, or
goes to feed the infrequent springs and wells
which form the centre of scattered oases. .
The Sahara contains many lofty and rocky
ranges and plateaux in the interior, some with
peaks from 8,000 to 9,000 feet in height,
crowned with snow in th.e winter. The' lack of

rain in the Sahara is due to the great land mass
of Africa, which causes an outflow of air during
the winter, thus driving away ocean moisture.
In the summer, when there is an inflow of
winds, the ground is so intensely heated that
the winds are dried up before they have reached
far inland. In the eastern part are several spots
below sea-level, usually containing oases, which
show the natural fertility of most of this desert
soil wherever moisture is sufficient.
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The Oasis of El Erg

The chief habitable areas are Tuat, south of
Algeria, and Ghat and Kufra, to the south of
Tripoli. The greatest of the oases is El Erg,
just south of the Atlas Mountains, where enough
water is found to irrigate between eight and ten
million date palms.
The great shifting sand dunes of the Sahara
are believed to have been created by the violent
and sudden changes of temperature. Under the
boiling noonday sun the ground sometimes gets
as hot as 200° F., yet at night the temperature may fall below freezing. This causes the
natural desert rock to crumble, forming sand,
which is then swept up by the wind and whipped
against other rocks, eating them away in turn.
The central desert is inhabited by the wild
tribes of Tuaregs ; the .east by Bedouins and
Tibbu, t:Se latter of mixed negro stock ; and
the west by Berbers.
·
Belongs Chiefly to France

With the exception of a Spanish colony (Rio
de Oro) on the west coast, and the Fezzan,
which is attached to the Italian colony of
Tripoli (Libya), the greater part of the Sahara
west of .the Nile valley is French.
The principal towns in the Sahara, or so close
to its fringes that they serve as caravan centres,
are Ghadames, Murzuk, Kufra, Ghat, and Insala, in the north ; Kuka, on Lake Chad ; and
Timbuktu, on the Niger River, in the south.
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A FLEET OF "DESE .R T SHIPS" UNDER WAY
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A caravan may include as many as x,ooo camels. Without these strange beasts, so marvellously adapted to life in sandy
regions, even the Eedouin or the Tuareg could scarcely have achieved the conquest of the Sahara.

For ang .subject not found in it.s aliJhabetical IJlace see information
,

.

3178
•
•

'

