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. Ladder " up which, at very little cost, oU? 
children can proceed step by step from the 
schools to the universities. · 

Elementary Schools are now established in 
every town and village. The newer ones are 
erected on the very best lines, and provide 
light airy rooms with plenty of space both 
inside and outside the buildings. There are 
excellent lighting and heating arrangements, 
and the finest equipment is provided. Every. 
thing possible is done during the short period of 
elementary school life to make the children 
happy and contented little citizens, of good 
moral and intellectual character. Teachers 
put forth every effort, and it is a revelation to · 
see the wonderful work. done in elementary 
schools to-day. 

Secondary Schools of various types, County 
Schools, Grammar Schools, Technical Schools, 
etc., provide all the intermediate stages of 
our educational system. Admission to these 
schools is eagerly sought and is obtainable either 
by scholarship or by payment of fees. Every 
year certain numbers of free scholarships are 
competed for by elementary scholars. The 
winners are usually entitled to· 4 years' free 
attendance ; they are often provided with 
free books, and in some cases a maintenance 
grant is also given. 

Instruction in Secondary Schools 
Secondary schools of all types are now 

splendidly equipped and staffed with excellent 
teachers. In these schools the tone is generally 
of the highest quality, and instruction in the 
various subjects is given by enthusiastic experts. 
The '' house '' system of control is usually 
practised, and everything possible is done to 
fit the young students for their .future careers. 

· Every year there is a flow of clever students from 
secondary schools to universities. 

The Universities of Oxford and Cambridge 
3,re the oldest and finest in the world, and it is 
interesting to note the growing number of 
students who go there after winning sc~olarships 
from secondary schools. 

These scholarships, also tenable at the Univer
sities of ,London, Leeds, Manchester, Birming ... 
ham, etc., vary in. value from £60 to £150 or 
upwards per year over a period of 3 or 4 years . 
Thus lack of money is now no bar to intel
lectual progress, and many poor but brilliant 
scholars are climbing the educational ladder 
every year. 

The future of our race depends largely on 
the success of our children, and the schools in 
which their characters and minds are moulded 
should therefore have a large claim upon the 
interest of every citizen. 
SCHOOL GARDENS. There is no better way 
of bringing children into contact with plant life 

• 

than by enabling them to grow flowers and 
vegetables in the garden. The boys and girls 
get out of doors, prepare the soil, plant the seed, 
watch with great interest the gr.owth of plants, . 
cultivate them through the season, and finally 
observe the growth and ripening of the fruit. 
This wP.ole cycle of growth and change is the 
most fundamental thing in plant study. 

The educative . effect upon the boy or girl of 
carrying out through the whole season plans for 
cultivating a garden is one of the best products 
of good training. The cultivation of plants re-

FLOWERS OF THEIR OWN GROWING 

These three schoolgirls are very proud of the results of 
their careful attention to the school flower garden. 

quires constant attention, forethought, intelli
gence, self-reliance, and a kind of originality. 
Insects infest the plants and must be got rid 
of ; chickens scratch up and spoil the garden, 
and a fence is needed for protection ; a dry 
spell calls for some plan of watering ; weeds · 
quickly take possession of a garden ; and the 
child must be intelligent and thoughtful in 
meeting such difficulties. 

Begun in Schleswig-Holstein 
The value of school gardens has long been 

recognized in Europe. They were started as 
early as 1819 in Schleswig-Holstein. In 1869 
they were prescribed by law in Austria and 
Sweden, in Belgium since 1873, and in France 
since 1.880. 

It may be said in conclusion that schqol 
gardens have an important relation to the whole 
subject of industrial education. It is a phase of 
manual training to teach children to use the 
tools and implements of the garden, to prepare 
the soil and cultivate plants. It is an outdoor 
physical training combined with intelligent 
mental effort. 
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