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SWIFT, JoNAT'HAN (1667-1745). To many 
persons Swift is known only as the author of 
"Gulliver's Travels," a book much read by 
children for its lively adventures. The story, 
however, was written with a far more serious 
purpose than that of mere amusement. It was 
meant as a satire, to lay bare the faults of man, 
and with special allusion to the politics of the 
time. If one understands the inner meaning of 
"Gulliver's Travels," one gains an insight into 
Swift's whole character and purpose, but the 
book may be read \vith equal pleasure as ap
plying to ·mankjnd in general. 

Swift was born in Ireland of English parents, 
and was educated at Trinity College, Dublin. 
When he was 20 years old he became secreta,ry 
to a retired English statesman, Sir Williftm 
Temple, and spent much of the next ten years 
on his patron's estate in England, using his 
leisure in doing a great amount of reading and 
in writing several books, which laid the founda
tion of his literary reputation. 

Shortly before his patron's death he became 
a clergyman of the Church of England, and was 
soon appointed to a church in Ireland. Because 
most of the Irish people are Catholics, his con
gregation never consisted of more than fifteen 
persons, and often when only he and the parish 
clerk were present Swift would begin his sermon 
with the wprds, " Dearly beloved Roger." 

Made Dean of St. Patrick's 
· But this position gave Swift enough money 
to live on, and from time to time to visit London. 
There he became intimate with Addison and 
Steele and other leading literary meri of that 
day. He became well known, too, in English 
political circles. He allied himself with the 
Tory party, wrote brilliant political pamphlets 
in defence of its policies, and soon became a 
power to be reckoned with. The Whigs feared 
the lash of his satire, and the Tories feared to 
lose his support, so that he was courted and 
flattered, with the result that he became un
bearably arrogant. As a reward for his services 
Swift was made Dean of St. Patrick's Cathedral 
in Dublin. 
· It is evident from Swift's life that he used his 
skill in writing largely as a means to an end
as a correction of abuse. Whether he is trying 
to relieve distress in Ireland, or tilting at the 
corruption of politicians in every case he 
matches folly with folly. In other words, he 
is a satirist the greatest of his time, and one 
of the greatest of all times. 

The bright spot in the life of this proud 
ironical genius was his long and tender friendship 
for the lady whom he called " Stella " (her real 
name was Esther Johnson). He first met her 
while he was a member of Sir William Temple's 
household and she a little gir~ eight years old. 
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He taught her how to write and gave her advice 
as to her reading. His "Journal to Stella," 
which has delighted thousands of readers, 
records the most intimate side of his life, as 
well as his gossipy comment on men and events. 
Whether or not Swift married her is not known. 

To Stella and to another lady, Esther 
Vanhomrigh (" Vanessa "), Swift caused great 
unhappiness, for, although he was capable of 
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the tenderest friendship, he seems to have been 
utterly incapable of love. There is a veil of 
mystery, however, about this side of his life 
which makes it uncertain how much blame 
should attach to him. Vanessa died of a broken 
heart in 1723, and was followed five years later 
by Stella. 

The Famous "Gulliver's Travels" Appears 
Swift's remorse undermined his health of 

body and mind. A m~lady from which he had 
suffered almost all his life finally overcame h_im, 
bringing insanlty and death. Yet during · the 
interval between the deaths of Vanessa and 
Stella, Swift reached the height of his popu
larity and fame. He was especially liked by 
the Irish for his rasping criticisms of the Eng
lish misgovernment of Ireland. And then he 
crowned his work in 1726 by the publication 
of " Gulliver's Travels." 

Swift's chief works were : " Tale of a Tub " (1704), 
." Battle of the Books ." (1704) ; " Drapier's Letters " 
(1724);" Gulliver's Travels" (1726);" Journal to Stella" 
(written between 1710 and 1713). 
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