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I SWORDFISH Bully of the Open Seas 
. . 

Sword-making · used to be one of t·he most less of his company, and m-ay be found in 
honourable trades. The cities of Damascus, almost all deep seas. 
Syria, and Toledo, Spain, formerly owed much The swordfish is shaped very much like 
of their reputation to the skill of their sword- a mackerel, but he grows from 4 to 15 feet 
smiths. long, weighs from 150 to 800 lb., and fears 
SWORDFISH. The champion duellist and nothing that swims or floats. His " sword " 
bullying swashbuckler of the open seas is the is sometimes 3 feet long. It is formed by the 
huge and swift swordfish, whose weapon is prolonged and toughened bone of the upper 

SWORDS OF MANY NATIONS AND MANY AGES jaw, which is somewhat 
flattened and has an ex-
ceedingly sharp point. 

Swordfish frequently 
attack boats and ships, 
perhaps mistaking them 
for whales. They easily 
pierce the light canoes 
of the natives of the 
Pacific islands, apd even 
the heavier boats of the 
professional ·swordfish 
hunters, often danger
ously wounding persons 
sitting in them. They 
shoot themselves through 
the water at such a speed 
that they have been 
known to drive their 
long sharp weapons clear 
through the copper
sheathing, oak planks, 
and timbers of a ship, 
to a depth of 10 
inches. 

Attacks by these mon
sters, even on large ocean
going vessels, have been 
so common in the past 
as to be recognized in 
law as among the ''perils 
of the sea.'' A noted -
English jurist once de-
scribed in court the 
power of their attack as 
" equal to the accumu
lated force of fifteen 
double- handed ham
mers." 

There is a species of 
swordfish that is some
times called the sail-fish, 

Numbers 1 to 10 show the development of the sword from the most ancient known examples from the fact that it has 
to the World War; numbers 11 to 20 are modern weapons of various nations. I. Sword a long high back fin. 
of the Bronze Age. 2. Greek. 3· Roman. 4· Norman (about 1066). 5· Crusader's. " il , f · 
6. Two-handed, xsth century . . 7· Rapier, I6th century. 8. Basket-hilted Ferrara, This sa· it 0 tenraiseS 
17th century. 9· French cavalry, about 18oo. 10. English cavalry, 1914. 11. Dagger above the water, allow
from Mahratta. 12. Gurkha "kukri." 13. Indian "talwar." 14. Indo.:Persian scimitar. ing the wind to propel 
15. Sudanese sword and scabbard. 16. Sword from Timor (in the Malay Archipelago). 
17. Central American "machete." 18. Malay "kris." 19. Japanese sword and it forward along the 

scabbard. 20. Fencing foil. · surface. 
always ·ready for attack or defence, since it is Swordfish are much sought as food, especially 
fastened to the end of his nose. Like all in- in the Mediterranean · and off the Atlantic 
solent soldiers of fortune, this bold fish is care- coast of the United States. They are usually 
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