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T. The original fo~m of T in the Egyptian 
hieroglyphics O is the picture of a noose or 
a lasso, or, as some scholars think, that of 
a tongue. 

The Phoonicians made it in the form of a 
cross X -4- with the four arms of equal length. 
They and the Hebrews used it as a sign for 
marking the ownership of animals and for 
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A story from a Persian manuscript tells how 
the plans were drawn from a dream which 
the empress had, and which she described to 
her husband. He searched India for an 
architect who could draw plans from her 
description, but in vain. One day an old 
man appeared before the emperor and said, 
"I can help you to obtain what you seek." 

other identification pur- , 
poses. It is this kind 
of mark that is probably 
referred to in Ezekiel 
ix, 4. The early Greeks 
moved the horizontal 
to the top and so made 
the T as we have it 

EXQUISITE TOMB OF MOGUL ROYALTY 
To one of the architects 
he offered a mysterioue 
drug, saying, ''Drink! '' 
And lo ! before his be
wildered eyes the monu
ment was revealed in 
all its glory. Feverishly 
he worked, under the 
spell of the magic drug, 
until the plan was 
finished to its last de
tail. Then he fell back . 
exhausted . 

to-day. 
If you examine the 

small form of the letter 
as we have it in our 
printed books, you will 
notice a little dark spot 
in the upper left angle. 
This spot has a curious 
origin. It shows that 
as originally written in 
the old manuscripts, the 
T was not crossed after 
the vertical had been 
f o r m e d, as we now 
write it, but the hori
zontal bar was made 
first (from right to left) 
and the vertical stroke 
added without taking 
the pen off the paper. 
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The Taj Mahal is an 
eight-sided building of 
white marble, 130 .feet 
long and wide, and 
nearly 200 feet high to 
the top of the huge 
dome. It is flanked on 
each side by two slender 
minarets, the whole 
fabric standing on a 
platform of red sand
stone overlooking the 
river Jumna. It is sur
rounded by Persian 
gardens, such as the 
Mogul emperors laid 
out in their summer 

This you see, would 
tend to make a little 
blot in the place where 
we have it to-day. Try 

· · oapital in Kashmir . 
Set in stately Persian gardens, the Taj Mahal is one of the In. ·d d h 

it with a pen. 
loveliest pieces of architecture in existence. Sl e, U ll er t e 

great echoing dome, are 
TAJ MAHAL (tazh mahiil'). The Taj 1\iahal, 
at Agra, India, one of the most beautiful 
buildings in the world, was built by the Mogul 
emperor, Shah J eha:q, as a tomb for his favourite 
wife. When the Moguls came to India in the 
early 16th century they brought their P ersian 
civilization with them, and thus it is natural 
to find the Hindu architects and artisans 
building in the Persian style. 

the cenotaphs or empty to;-· bs of Shah J ehan 
and his empress. The sunlight filters into this 
chamber through marble screens intricately 
wrought and as delicate as lace, lighting up 
the jewelled cenotaphs. 'The walls of the 
interior are covered with the floral designs 
loved of the Persians, picked out in onyx, 
jasper, cornelian, and other semi-precious 
stones cunningly let into the white marble 

~ontalned in the Ea.sg Re/e1'ence Fact•lndez at the end o/ thl.s b1orlc 
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