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walls. Inscriptions from the Koran, the sacred
book of the Mohammedans, are ornately carved
in Arabic characters. The real tombs of the
royal pair are side by side in the vaulted
chamber below, and devoid of ornament.
TALC (talk). One of the softest mineral
substances known, the hardness of other minerals
may be determined by comparison with talc.
Otherwise known as steatite, soapstone,
or potstone, talc is a magnesium silicate.
It breaks up easily into thin. transparent
flakes, which are grey, silvery or greenishwhite with a pearly lustre. It hardens a
little on exposure to the air, is not harmed
by high d egrees of heat,. and holds heat w~ll.
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ground is used for talcum toilet-powdez:..
The mineral is found in the Shetlands and
Hebrides, in county Donegal, and in the
serpentine of the Lizard district in Cornwall.
In North America it is very widely distributed.
TALLE YRAND-PERIGORD,

CHARLES

(1754-1838). To retain the position of foreign minister of France under the
Directory, the Napoleonic Empire, and the
restored . Bourbon monarchs, called for tact
and diplomacy of an amazing kind. Talleyrand
possessed not only these qualities but others
also, which made him one of the foremost
diplomats of Europe. H~ int~rcourse with
Mirabeau had taught him the foundations of
statesmanship, and visits abroad had
A FRENCH MASTER OF DIPLOMACY
widened his political vision.
Talleyrand was the second son of a
French nobleman, but after the death of
his elder brother he had been disinherited
on account of a lameness caused by a
fall from a chest of drawers when four
years old. Debarred by this defect from
the army, he prepared for the Church.
Talleyrand, however, was too independent
to stand well with the authorities, and
it was not until 1789
- that
. his executive
ability brought to him the appointment
of Bishop of Autun.

•

•

MAURICE DE

•

Representative of the Clergy
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At this time all France was astir over
the approaching meeting, after 175 years;
disuse, of the Estates-General, the legislative -body of France. Shortly after his
appointment he was. chosen by the .clergy
of his district as their representative in
that body, where he joined the liberal
clergy in working for reforms.
Talleyrand was too able a statesman
to approve of the excesses committed by
the radical leaders of the Revolution.
To avoid danger to himself, he finally
took refuge, first in England, and later
in America. When the Terror was at an
end and order once more xestored under
Talleyrand, the famous statesman who was foreign minister under the the Directory, he returned to France (in
Directory, the Napoleonic Empire, and the restored Bourbon kings. 1796) and became in a ~hort time minister
He was a firm supporter of constitutional liberty.
for foreign affairs. Realizing, however,
Talc is easily carved, for even a finger-nail that Napoleon was master of the situation,
will make a line on its soft greasy-feeling he aided Bonaparte in overthrowing the
surface. Some of the beautiful blue and green Dir~ctory and in establishing his own power,
glazed scarabs and amulets of the Egyptians and in return was reappointed minister of
are made of soapstone. The Assyrians made foreign affairs.
seals of it, and the soapstone carvings of the
But his . imperial master decided to keep
Chinese are well known. Primitive peoples the control of relations with other nations
hollow cooking vessels from blocks of it.
largely in his own hands, and Talleyrand,
Talc is an ingredient of slate pencils, and perceiving that Napoleon's ambition would
a fine kind is the tailor's ''french chalk.'' eventually overreach itself, and fearing for
It is much employed in the United States the welfare of France, resigned his position
for sinks, laboratory tables, etc., and when and began plotting for the emperor's downfall.
•

For any subject not found In its alphabetical place see information

·

3484

-

•

•

•

•

