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TANNHA USER I 
above sea-level. It is very deep, 2,000 feet in TANKS. One morning during the battle of 
places. It was first discovered by Burton and the Somme (1916) the German armies were 
Speke in 1858. Ujiji (or Kavele), where Stanley astounded to behold an array of uncouth steel 
found Livingstone, is the principal town on monsters emerging from the British entrench
the lake, and is now the terminus of a railway ments and crawling ponderously over No Man's 
from Dar-es-Salaam. The western shores are Land like gigantic caterpillars·. Pouring out a 
chiefly part of the Belgian Congo, while the deadly rain of bullets, these barking war . 
eastern are now administered by the British. dragons ·were themselves impervious to gunfire. 

Scenery of Great Beauty They crossed shell-holes and trenches with 
The scenery in the neighbourhood of the supernatural ease, and completely ironed out 

lake is surprisingly varied and beautiful. Here the German barbed-wire defences. It was the 
the typical vegetation of East Africa meets and first use of the little movable forts called 
mingles with the flora of the great central "tanks," which soon became one of the 
forests. The slopes of the surrounding moun- mightiest of offensive weapons . 
tains are richly wooded, the principal tree b~ing Able to Cross a Trench 
the "mvule," from which the natives make The tank is a development of the armoured 
dug-out canoes. In the clearings along the motor-car carrying machine-guns. This was · 
shore stand the huts of these savages, who of little use except on smooth and unobstructed 
cultivate rice, yams, and sugar-cane, which ground, so British inventors substituted for 
thrive in the fertile soil. The people are mostly wheels the revolving caterpillar belt of the 

. of the Bantu negro type. tractor. The t.ank is made long enough to 
The waters of the lake abound in animal span the ordinary trench, and the forward 

life. The crocodile and the hippopotamus face is carried up from the ground at a steep 
frequent the many inlets. The earliest traders angle to give the caterpillar belts sufficient 
in this district were Arabs from the east coast. grip on the soil to get out of ruts. Tanks are 

· · s T E E .L MoNsTER oF M onE RN wARFARE usually enclosed with l-inch steel 
........ ,...,... .......... _ .... ··----~···:· · ·-7--··-.. -·-·- -- ·· --·-·-···w-:···~·-·-----··---·-.. - .... ---m-·---··-······ .. ··-·· ... plate or armour, and the .larger 
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· " ~~ ~--· . · .'- · · ~ · . ones carry several small cannon 
. . . . and machine-guns . 

- ·~ · - · These big tanks, weighing about 
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· · · · . . 30 tons, are necessarily slow, so 
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-- .. ... . . smaller tanks nicknamed '' m os-
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, qui toes " and c whippets," only 
about a third as big as the battle 

· tanks, were also built. · These can 
· travel about 12 miles an hour on 

level ground, fast enough to keep 
up with charging infantry . 

The chief purpose of the tank 
service is to prepare the way for 
infantry attacks by · destroying 
machine-gun nests and crushing 
the emplacenients. They got their 
name froin the circumstance that 
wheri the first of the new weapons 
were shipped to France they 

A creation of the World War, the Tank was a decisive factor in the long- 1 b ll d " nk " 
drawn-out conflict between the Allies and the Central Powers. First employed were a e e ta S to escape 
by the British on the Somme in 1916, these dragons of war took a leading notice. 

part in all the great engagements on the western front that followed. TANNHAUSER (tan'hoi-zer). Ac-
They left little impression upon the virgin cording to an old German legend, Tannhauser 
wilderness. To-day, however, the Tanganyika was a knight who, after many wanderings, came 
hills resound to the throb of steamers carrying to the Venusberg (the mountain of Venus) and 
the commerce of civilization. entered the luxurious cave of Lady Venus and 
TANGANYIKA TERRITORY. Until 1915 her court. Charmed by the wonders which 
this district, together with certain parts now he beheld, he remained and abandoned himself 
belonging to Portuguese East Africa and : the to pleasure and revelry. 
Belgian Congo, was known as German ·East Tannhauser Appeals to the Pope , 
... .Vrica. It is now_ governed by Britain under · Overcome with remorse, he went on a pil
a mandate from the League of Nations. (See grimage to Rome and craved forgiveness of 
East Africa.) . the Pope. Holding his staff in his hand, the 
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