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[TELL, WILLIAM "TEMPEST, THE" 

Legend places these events in the ye&r 1307, "TEMPEST, THE." On an island in the 
and it was soon after this, in 1315, that the Mediterranean Sea, according to this romantic· 
men of the three forest-cantons· Uri, Schwyz, play by Shakespeare, lives an exiled Duke of 
and Unterwalden-defeated a . large invad- Milan, Prospero, with no companions save his 
ing Austrian army and resumed their famous lovely daughter, Miranda, . and his books of 
Everlasting League, which laid the foundations . philosop.hy and magic. By the magic power 
of Swiss independence. The · story w·as . long which he possesses he brings into his service an· 
accepted as historically true; it is now knowll: ugly, half-human creature, called Caliban, and 

THE MEETI·NG OF MIRANDA AND FERD"INAND the fairy spirit, Ariel. . 
One day Prospero dis-

cerns a ship blown to-· 
wards the island, and, 
knowing by his magic that. 
the King and the Prince 
of Naples, as well as his' . 
false brother, the usurper 
of his dukedom, are o~ _ 
board, he sends Ariel to: 
1vash them into the seal 
and land them safely on! 
different parts of tha 
island. I 

It is Prospero's hope to~ 
bring about a marriage' 
between Miranda, whom 
he has taught with care 
from her infancy, and the 
young Prince of Naples. 
To his great joy not only 
do the youthful .pair, as 
soon as they meet, fall in 
love, but the King himself 
is delighted and restores 
the dukedom to Pros
pero. 

American colonization 
may have suggested the 
plot. The account of the 
shipwreck of Sir Thomas 
Gates, on his way to Vir
ginia, appeared in 1610, 
and shortly after this 
date the play was first 
performed. 

Ferdinand, the son of the King ()£ ~ Naples, is set to hew logs, and .Miranda, the daughter 
of Prospero, the exiled. Duke of Mi1an, seeing him at his · task, pleads that she may help 

him. Prospero watc.hes from a distance. 

Some people like to 
think . that Prospero is 
Shakespeare, who ·with 
this play laid down' his 
pen for ever, as Prospero, 
at the end, breaks hiS 
magic wand and sets 
free the spirit, Ariel, or 
Imagination, who sings in 
sweet and lilting tones : : 

to be merely one · of those great patriotic 
legends that grow up in every land. The 
story of an archer who shot an apple from .his · .11' .... ~, . • 

son's head is · found ~n at least five . places " 
outside Switzerland. In Swiss literature the 
story is first found about .1470. 

Whe~e the bee sucks, there suck I: . 
In a cowslip's bell I lie; 
Ther e I couch when owls do cry. 

· On the bat's back I do fly 
' After summer merrily. 

Merrily, merrily shall I live now; 
Under the blossom that hangs on the bough • 
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