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I TYROL 

chief city. The train winds through a panorama. 
of snow mountains, fertile valleys, flowery pas
tures, rushing torrents, musical streams, rocky 
peaks, and quaint villages. 

Here and there the traveller gets a glimpse 
of peasant women in their broad velvet hats, 
embroidered bodices and aprons with snowy
white linen sleeves ; or a man in his feast-day 
costume of green velvet waistcoat, black velvet 
knee breeches, and thick brown woollen stock
ings, with a Tyrolese hat with its feathered 
band perched on his head. 

Route of the Ancient Romans 
From the south the Italian Tyrol is re~ched 

by way. of Verona, the railway following the 
very route along the Adige River which the 
ancient Romans used, and which is still marked 
by their milestones. This route crosses the 
Brenner Pass, which is the lowest in the Alps, 
and leads from Italy to Germany without 
climbing higher than 4,500 feet. 

The Tyrol is completely hedged in by moun
tains, its whole area of about 10,305 square 
miles being ridged with heights and valleys. 
On the Austrian side rise the Hohe Tauern, 
with the Gross Glockner peak about 12,500 
feet high ; on the German side are the hills 
known as the Bavarian Alps; on the Swiss 
side, the Ortler group, soaring almost to 12,810 

Where Toys are Made I 
feet ; and, included in the Italian Tyrol, to 
the sor.th-east, rise the Dolomites. The latter 
are favourites with mountain climbers because . 
of their sharp beautifully shaped peaks and 
the peculiar crystalline composition of the 
rocks, which makes them shimmer in the sun 
with beautiful rainbow colours. 

Resort of the Tourist 
The chief industry of the Tyrol of late years 

has been catering for tourists, though grazing 
and agriculture, particularly the raising of 
fruit for wine, are carried on. Of the mining 
industry that made Tyrol one of the richest 
of the Austrian crown lands in the 15th and 
16th centuries, hardly a trace remains, except 
the salt works at Hall, near Innsbruck. Spin
ning and weaving are still home industries, and 
carved wooden toys are largely exported. 

In the Middle Ages the counts of Tyrol 
established their sway over all this region, th( 
last count leaving a daughter, who bequeathed 
her rights to her cousins, the dukes of Austria, 
in 1363. By the trea~ty of Pressburg it was 
ceded to Bavaria in 1805, the occasion of 
Andreas Hofer's rising, but was restored to 
Austria by the treaty of Paris in 1814. During 
the World War the Tyrol was invaded by the 
Italians, and in the peace settlement all south 
o£ the Brenner Pass was given to Italy. 

THE HIGHLAND FIELDS AND · LOFTY PEAKS OF TYROL 

This is harvest time on one of the fields for which the loH-y Tyrolese peaks grudgingly make room. Peasants are busy binding 
the grait·~, cut with the ancient sickle, for these tiny fields do not justify the introduction of modern machinery. In the 
middle distancf" is one of tht.. roadside shrines so common in this country, with a crucifix under the penthouse ; on the 

upper broken ground has been built a modest little chapel. 
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