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U. You have learned that 0 and G, like The name Ukraine, which means "border
! and J, were originally only variations land," was given to this land when it was the 
of the sanie letter, but would you guess that bulwark of the Slavic countries against the 
the letters U, V, W, Y were all descended, Tatars and the Turks. Here in the 16th century 
like F, from the Phcenician Wau or Vau, gathered bands of adventurers, freebooters, and 
which had once been the horned asp of other restless and lawless men from Lithuania, 
Egypt~ (see the WHERE THE EARTH YIELDS RICH STORE Poland, Russia, 
story of F). In · and even Turkey, 
Latin, for many who became 
years the forms known as Cossacks 
V and U were used (see Cossacks). In 
without distinc- the 18th century 
tion. But in the m o s t o f t h e 
course of time the Ukraine was an-
form V came to nexed to Russia, 
be used preferably but the western 
at the beginning · part went to Aus-
of a word and the tria, where the 
form U elsewhere. Ukrainians be-
As the consonant came known as 
sound occurred Ruthenians. 
more commonly at When the Im-
the beginning, the , perial R u s s i a n 
for m V finally government was 
came to denote overthrown in 
the consonant and 1917, the republic 
the form U the of Ukraine was 

' 
vowel. . · set up. This was 
U K R A I N E opposed by the 
(~'kriin). In the Soviet Russian 
south-westernpart government, but 
of the old Russian in the peace of 
Empire, on both Brest-Litovsk, im-
sides of the lower posed upon Russia 
·course of the by victorious Ger-
·nnieper River and many and Austria 
bordering on the early in 1918, Uk-
Black Sea, lies the rainia was recog-
region called Little Peasant girls of the Ukraine or Little Russia, that fertile part of the old nized as a separate 
:Russia or ''the Russian Empire bordering on the Black Sea, which became an indepen- republic. In the 
Ukraine." It pro- dent republic on the .downfall of t~e empire of the Tsars. t r 0 u bled times 
·duces immense . crops of wheat and other which followed the downfall of Germany, the 
grains and sugar beets, and the coal fields of Ukrainians fought the Poles as well as Soviet 
the Donetz basin are among the richest in Russia, and their soil was reddened with civil 
Europe. There are also iron ore, petroleum, strife between the forces of reaction and the 
salt, and other minerals. The Dniester River peasants, whose chief concern was to keep the 
separates it from Bessarabia, now a part of lands which the revolution had brought them. 
Rumania. Kief, the capital (on the Dnieper), The area of the Ukraine politically is 
Odessa, the chief seaport (on the Black Sea), approximately 175,000 square miles, and its 
and Kharkof are the largest cities. population 26,000,000. · 
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