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rulers of Brazil. From ~ 1843 to 1852 she 
most resolutely resisted the aggressions of 
Argentina, and between 1865 and 1870 she 
was the ally of Brazil and Argentina in a war 
against Paraguay. Although she received no 
direct injury frolll Germa,ny during the World 
War, · Uruguay severed diplomatic relations 
on October 7th, 1917. 

The country has always been torn by internal 
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the 19 departments or provinces. Each de
partment has a governor app·ointed by the 
executive and a council elected by popular 
vote. The executive power ·is · wielded by the 
president· and a National Administrative Coun
cil, each elected by direct popular vote. The 
general assembly consists of two ·chambers
senate and house of deputies. There is no 
state , religion, but the population is predomi-

nantly Roman Catholic. 
UTRECHT (u'treAt), NETHERLANDS. Thls 
quaint old Dutch city stands at the point 
where the Rhine divides into two branches, 
the Old Rhine and the Vecht. The Romans 
called it Trajectum ad Rhenum, or '' ford of 
the Rhine," and its present name Oude Trecht 
or Utrecht means " .old ford." Here St. 
Willibrord, the English apostle to the Frisians, 
founded a bishopric about A.D. 70, around 
which the city grew. · 

In 1579 the seven northern promnces of the 
Spanish Netherlands the future Dutch re
public joined in · the Union of Utrecht to 
make good their revolt against the political 
and religious_ tyranny of Spain, and here in 
1713 was signed the famous Treaty of Utrecht, 
which terminated the War of the Spanish 
Succession and gave the southern Nether
lands (Belgium) to Austria, and Nova Scotia, 
Newfoundland, and Gibraltar to Great Britain. 

The Cathedral and University 
In the centre of the town stands the cathedral, 

begun in the 13th century, occupying the site 
of the church founded by St. Willibrord. In 
1674 a hurricane blew down the nave, which 
was never rebuilt, and so to-day an open space 
separates the western tower from the choir 

. and transept. From the tower one gets a 
· ·· . " · good view of almost the whole ·of Holland, 
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One of Uruguay's chief assets is its position on that great gate
way of commerce,. the Plata River. Paraguay and its neighbour, 
Bolivia, are the only South A.merican states completely cut off 

from the sea. 

and external warfare, and the result of this 
incessant strife has been to hamper her social 
and economic development. 

Uruguay is a centralized republic, in which 
the central executive has direct control of 

including Amsterdam, 22 miles to the north
west. Graceful Gothic cloisters connect the 
cathedral with the University, one of the 
most famous in the Netherlands. Among 
other buildings of historic interest is the 
"Pope's house," · built in 1517 by the future 
Pope Adrian VI, the only native of Holland 
to hold this office. · 

Utrecht is traversed ·by 'two canals, spanned 
by over 90 bridges. The roadways lie high 
above the surface of the canals, which are 
reached by steps, and ·many people live in 
cellars beneath the roadways, their doors 
opening on the canals. The old ramparts have 
been converted ·into promenades, bounded by 
water-courses. Good water communications 

and railways make Utrecht an important 
centre of trade, and there are manufactures of 
woollens, silk, velvet, carpets, carriages, organs, 
cigars, chemicals, machinery, etc. Population, 
about 140,000. 
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