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L-1 V_A_L_P_A_R_A_I s_o __ · __ __.It ~~~~~)~ =~ !--J _____ V_A_N_D_A_L_s--..~1 
indicate the presence of a river. The term is 
applied to depressions made in other ways, _ 
and to long narrow ., ' structural valleys '' 
created by movements of the earth's surface. 
VALPARAISO (val-pd-r?/zo), CHILE. On the 
broad open bay of Va1paraiso stands the city 
of Valparaiso, the largest and· busiest port on 
the Pacific Coast south of San Francisco. The 
harbour offers good protection from southerly 
and westerly storms, but the bay is open from 
the north, where it is about 2! miles wide. 
Its great depth long retarded the efforts of the 
government to build breakwaters to protect 
shipping, but extensive improvements were 
begun in recent years. 

An Unsuitable Name 
" Paradise Valley " for that is: the meaning 

of "Valparaiso" is a singularly inappropriate 
name for this crowded commercial and manu-. 

facturing city, set in a sen~icircle of rugged 
barren hills. A conspicuous feature is the 
natural fortress upon which stands Chile's 
naval school. The city has several times been 

V ANCOU'VER, BRITISH CoLUMBIA. This city 
and seaport of British Columbia owes its 
existence to the Canadian Pacific Railway, 
of which it is the western t erminus. In 1886 
the little wooden structures of the new town were 
destroyed by fire, and on their ruins were 
erected grey stone and brick buildings. 

Built on a peninsula projecting into a spacious 
arm of the ocean, the city has 80 miles of water , 
frontage. It has unlimited electric power, which 
is made available by harnessing the torrents 
of the mountains that surround the city . 
Lumbering, mining, :fishing, the manufacture of 
paper and pulp, shipbilllding, iron and steel 
manufactures, sugar refining, and meat and 
fruit packing are some of the leading industries 
of tb.e district. It is the centre of the Canadian 
salmon-preserving industry. 

Situated on one of the best harbours on the 
Pacific coast, served by several great railways, 
and the centre of the lumber manufactures 
of the Pacific North-west, Vancouver ranks 
fourth among the cities of Canada, with a popu~ 

A STREET IN VANCOUVER, BRITISH COLUMBIA 
lat.ion of more than 117,000. 
On a headland overlooking 
the city and sea is the site 
of the newly organized Uni
versity of British Columbia . 
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Across the ·Straits of 
Georgia . from the city lies 
the island of Vancouver, 
named after the British navi
gator, George Vancouver, 
who sailed round it in 1792. 

Hastings Street, Vancouver. The fire ot 1886 destroyed most ot the wooden buildings 
in the town, and these were replaced by more solid brick and stone structures. Since 

then Vancouver has become one of the largest cities of Canada. 

It has an area of 20,000 
square miles, and is the 
largest of the many islands 
which fringe the coast of 
British Columbia. There are 
rich deposits of iron and 
copper ores, and its coal mines · 
supply the whole Pacific 
coast. Dense forests of mag
nificent timber, abounding in 
big game, cover most of its 
surface, and its rivers yield 
gold and are a potential 
source of incalculable water
power. Where the land has 

severely damaged by earthquakes, notably 
in 1855 and 1906. 

The Transandine railway, which tunnels the 
Andes and runs thence to Buenos Aires on the 
other side of the continent, adds much traffic 
to the port. The factories turn out railway 
wagons and carriages, locomotives, foundry 
and machine-shop products, clothing, foodstuffs, 
furniture; carts and wagons, and refined suga.r .. 
Brewing and distilling are other industries. 
Population, about 182,000. 

been cleared it produces cereals and fruits 
abundantly, as well as providing excellent 
pasturage. The chief city is Victoria, the 
capital of British Columbia. (See Victoria.) 
VANDALS. Looted churches, wrecked build
ings, and shattered statuary marked the path 
of these German barbarians of the early Middle 
Ages. So wantonly did they plunP.er the country 
through which they passed that the word 
"vandal" has come to mean one who reck
lessly destroys property. 

Fo,. ·any .subJect not found in it.J alphabfltlcal place .see info,.matio-n 

3662 
• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 


