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In the picturesque Welsh hills the vlllage of Maentwrog in Merionethshire. 

ALES. This great mountainous peninsula 
in the western part of Great Britain is 136 

miles from north to south, and 96 miles wide at 
its broadest part. At the north-west cor:Q.er, cut 
off by the narrow Menai Strajt, is the island of 
Anglesey (276 square miles), with its port of 
Holyhead, from which steamers sail for Ireland. 

The river Dee, with Chester at its mouth, 
comes into the north of Wales, and in the south 
are the Bristol Channel and the mouth of the 
Severn; while Carnarvon Bay, Cardigan Bay, 
and Carmarthen Bay deeply indent its western 
shores. Other rivers are· the Wye, Usk, Towy, · 
Teifi, Taff, and Dovey. Snowdon (3,560 feet), 
the highest peak, lies some 18 miles south
west of lVIenai Strait. 

A Wealth of Minerals 
The land is one of the richest in minerals in 

the world, for in addition to enormous beds of 
the best coal, there are extensive deposits of 
iron, copper, zinc, tin, lead, and even some gold. 
One-fifth of all the coal of the British Isles is 
produced in Wales, and Cardiff (200,000 popu
lation), on the Bristol Channel, is the greatest 
coal-shipping port on the globe. Other cities 
of importance are Swansea and Merthyr Tydfil, 
both in the same great mining district as Cardiff. 
With an area of 7,466 square miles, Wales ha~ 
more than 2,200,000 people. 

The Welsh are of Celtic stock and have a 
language altin to the dialects of Cornwall and 
Brittany. Like all mountain peoples the Welsh 
have many legends and traditions; indeed, 
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Wales may almost be called the home of British 
folk-lore and old stories. It is the land of King 
Arthur and his Round Table, of the " island 
valley of Avilion," and of Camelot. 

The Anglo-Saxon conquest of Britain (5th 
and 6th centuries A.D.) drove the Britons into 
the fastnesses of the western mountains, and 
the Welsh are their descendants. The country 
remained independent, under native princes, 
until Edward I of England subdued it and gave 
to his infant son the title "Prince of Wales," 
and from the year 1301 the heir to the English , 
throne has been known as the Prince of Wales. 

During the reign of the Lancastrian Henry IV, 
Owen Glendower carried on a war for Welsh in
dependence, and won his place as the chief of 
Welsh heroes. But the reign of Henry V saw 
Wales once more subdued. 

Wales and t he Tudors 
The Tudor sovereigns, being of Welsh descent, 

took a special interest in Wales, and gave it 
representation 'in Parliament and a local organi
zation similar to that of the English, in place 
of the old tribal law and .organization. By the 
Act of Union in 1536 the Principality was peace
ably absorbed into the T1,1dor realm. 

Henceforth t.he history ·of Wales is ·mainly 
concerned with religious and educational pro .. 
gress, in which the nam~ of Griffith Jones 
(1683-1761) will always be remembered. Puri
tanism won many .convei'ts, and in the 18th 
century the great W esleyan movement took 
fast hold on Wales. In 1811 a split was made 
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