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in t he Methodist camp by the Calvinistic 
Methodists, and the Baptists and Congregation
alists became important. In 1914 was passed 
the long-fought-for Welsh Church Disestablish
ment Bill, which~ suspended for the duration of 
the World War, came into operation in 1920. 

The 19th century saw the rise of modern in
dustry in Wales. Copper and tin had long been 
found, but the finding of large deposits of the 

The latter part of the 19th century saw also 
the development of parish councils, of district 
councils, ahd co_unty councils, revolutionizing 
the local government of Wales, as also that of 
England. The influence of the great landlords 
diminished, and local aspirations· now find a 
voice in Parliament. 

In recent years there has been a marked 
revival of Welsh nationalism. This movement 

has been fostered .by a 
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language, in Welsh litera
ture, and in Welsh music. 
A characteristic and pic
turesque feature is the 
great bardic congress, 
the Eisteddfod, at which 

~ prizes are given both for 
musical and literary skill. 
This time-honoured festi
val draws hosts of inter
ested spectators. 

The institution is of 
very ancient origin. At 
the time of the annexa
tion of Wales, Edward I 
gave his sanction to the 
holding of the meeting, 
and from that time the 
congresses continued to 
be summoned by the 
sovereign. The last ap
pointed by royal com
mission was the one 
commanded by Queen 
Elizabeth in 1567. Sev
eral other important 
meetings, however, were 
held during the 16th and 
17th centuries. From 
the late 17th century 
until the early years of 
the 19th, the Welsh 
national spirit was in 
abeyance, but after t he 
Napoleonic wars it re
vived, and a very mag
nificent Eisteddfod was 
held in 1819. Since t hat 
date hardly a year has 
passed without a meet-
• lng. 

Besides being noted for a castle that is regarded as one of the most perfect of its kind, A feature of the musi-
. Conway has a house that is reputed to be the smallest in Great Britain. 

cal proceedings m the 
best coal in South Wales changed the whole 

, character of the country, both industrially and 
politically. Along with the mining industry 
came modern agriculture. Wales, although 
much more thinly populated than England, is 
well farmed. 

"Pennillion singing," in which the singer has 
to improvise verses to the accompaniment of 
the harp. This is no easy matter, as the harper 
is at liberty to perform any variations he likes, 
and . t he singer has to follow him and finish 
exactly with the last chord of the harp. 
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