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(( Halt! " Road torn up by shell fire in path of advancing battery. 

ORLD WAR OF 1914-1918~ The title 
"World War" is fittingly applied to 

this greatest conflict in all history. Against 
Germany and her allies, Austria-Hungary, 
Turkey, and Bulgaria, were arrayed 24 nations 
-Serbia, Belgium, Russia, France, Great 
Britain, Japan, Portugal, Montenegro, Italy, 
San Marino, Rumania, Greece, the United 
States, Brazil, Cu.ba, Panama, Haiti, Guate
mala, Honduras, Costa Rica, Nicaragua, 
Liberia, China, and Siam. Six others,
Bolivia, Ecuador, Santo Domingo, Peru, 
Uruguay, and Egypt broke off all relations 
with Germany. Indeed, only 10 countries 
-Holland, Spain, Norway, Sweden, Denmark, 
Switzerland, Argentina, Venezuela, Colombia, 
and Mexico-containing less than one-four
teenth of the world's population, remained 
neutral in the stupendous conflict. 

Greatest of All Time 
The World War makes all previous conflicts 

pale into insignificance. The size of the 
armies and navies raised on each side would 
have astonished the conquerors of old. y The 
amount of money spent seems fabulous. ~t 
has been estimated that the direct cost of the 
war was about £40.000 000 000. The number 
of men killed or wounded amounted to about 
30,000,000. The guns and supplies necessary 
to support the vast military hosts called for 

· the largest and most efficient organization that 
the world had ever seen. 

Francis Ferdinand, the heir to the throne 
of Austria-Hungary, was murdered on June 
28, 1914, at Serajevo (Bosnia) by a young 
Slav, one of the millions living in Austria
Hungary who for years had longed to throw 
off the Austrian yoke and join with their 
kinsmen in the Serbian kingdom to the south . 
Austria accused the Serbian government of 
having encouraged the crime, and presented 
a very humiliating ultimatum to Serbia. The 
Serbi~ns yielded to all the demands except 
two, which would have dishonoured them as 
a nation. They suggested that these two 
should be referrred to the Hague Tribunal or 
to the great powers for arbitration. 

Austria Declares War on Serbia 
Immediately (July 28, 1914) the Austrians 

declared war on Serbia. Serbia appealed to 
Russia, who came to her assistance. Germany, 
whose government had blocked the attempt of 
British statesmen to find a peaJceful settlement, 
then entered on the side o£ Austria-Hungary, 
and France immediately took up the gauntlet 
by the side of her ally, Russia. 

On August 2, 1914, Germany, in order to 
strike France from behind, demanded from 
Belgium the right to march through her terri
tory into France. The Belgian government 
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