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The Irish Style of Wrestling t:bdt§)(S~~*~~~@~ 1 '--( ______ W_R_I_T_I_N_G---J) 

person except his feet. Ground wrestling is they were able to record events and to express 
forbidden in the West Country or Cornwall and such abstract ideas as war and peace with 
Devon style, and the match is won when two colours and symbolic designs. This picture-
shoulders and a hip or two hips and a shoulder writing sufficed for the limited thought and 
touch the ground at the same time. simple needs of primitive tribes. In Egypt 

The so-called Grreco-Roman style differs and Babylonia this stage was reached as early 
from the catch-as-catch-can in forbidding as the year 4.000 B.o.' 
tripping and catching C U R I 0 U S W R I T I N G S I N M A N Y LA N G U A G E S 
hold of legs. In spite 
of its name it bears 
hardly any resemblance 
to classic wrestling, being 
derived from the French 
school. · 

In Ireland the national 
style of wrestling is the 
'' collar and elbow '' 
method. In this the 
two opponents seize each 
other with one hand on 
the neck and the other 
on the elbow. 

Jiu-jitsu, or ju-jutsu, is 
a peculiar Japanese sys-
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atomy. 'the earliest form of writing is picture-writing, in which signs are used to represent words. 
WRITI~G. Early man In the Egyptian hieroglyphics, shown at the top, these signs have been conventionalized, 
invented writing when each representing a single letter. Thus the group at the left t pells "Ptolemy" and that 

h at the right "Cleopatra." . The Chinese never took this important step from picture
e first began to use writing to alphabetic writing. They still represent every word or syllable by a single 

signs and symbols to re- character, as you see in the lower right-hand group. The Japanese use characters, similar 
cord his successes in war to the Chinese, for each syllable. In the ancient cuneiform writing of Babylonia, shown 

above, groups of wedge-shaped signs have taken the place of the older picture-signs. 
and the hunt, or to Below are specimens of writing in other Asiatic tongues. Notice that the Hebrew is read 
show the tribute due from right to left, and not from left to right as in most languages. 

from subjects to the lord or king, or to identify The ancient peoples of the Old World, who 
valuable personal belongings, such as weapons, reached a high degree of civilization, required 
tools, pottery, and the like, by means of such a vast number of ideographs to express 
marks which were recognized as the sign or their complex life that the method of picture
autograph of a particular person. The need writing became cumbersome and led to a great 
of records for religious and government pur- deal of confusion. 
poses, for communicating with distant agents . Signs Used for Spoken Sounds 
or correspondents, and in carrying on trade, The Egyptians, Babylonians, and Chinese 
all helped to develop this invention, which took the next step by conventionalizing the 
is now so universally used that the wonder picture. For instance, they represented a bull 
of it has ceased to move us. by his. horns, an eye by a circle with a dot in 

. Recording Time by Knots the centre. Then the signs were regarded as 
Time and number were indicated by knots. representing spoken sounds or syllables, and 

in cords and notches in sticks, and gradually might be combined to represent other things 
various ki.r~ds of information were conveyed of which it was difficult to make a picture. 
by means of r'-:ugh drawings of natural objects Thus, to illustrate by using an English example, 
on skins, bark, wood, bone, clay, and stone. the symbol for a bee might be joined to that 

The American Indians progressed so far in for a leaf and so give the written sign for the 
this art of ideographic or picture-writing that abstract word belief. 
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