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Y. The· twenty-fifth letter of the alphabet is

•

•

•

•

spun into ropes and made into tent coverings,
and the soft fur on hump and shoulders is
woven into cloth. The skin with the hair on
is used for caps, coats, and blankets. The yak
is extensively used 8JS a beast of burden. It
feeds on grass, but will not eat corn. The
domesticated yak has a grunting voice.

one of the four letters (U, V, W, Y,) which
have developed out of the Greek Upsilon Y.
And these are all related to the letter F, being
derived from the Egyptian hieroglyphic picture
of the horned asp vf'L. The two horns and
the body of the asp appear even better in
Y than in the letter F. (Read the story of
Scientific name, Bos . g1·unniens.
F.) In old English books Y often represents
YANGT~E (yiing'tse) RIVER. " Ta-kiang"
the th sound, as in A L 0 N G- HA I RED DWELLER I N THE M 0 U N TA INS (" great river ")
"ye" for "the"
is the name which
theChineseusually
because of its re~
semblance in form
gi v e t o t h ei r
to the Anglo-Saxon
longest and most
charac te r p,
important waterway, which ranks
which had the
sound of th. The
among the great
printers did not
streams of the
have this characworld. The name
ter, and so replaced
'' Yangtze-kiang ''
it sometimes by th
(w hi c h m ea n s
and sometimes ~y
Yangtze River) is
the letter y.
used by them only
YAK. No large
for the lower part,
animal habitually
and other portions
have different
lives at greater
heights than this The Yak is a domesticated animal of Tibet and ~eighbouring countries. names .
It is greatly in demand _as a beast of burden.
From its source
member of the ox
family, which is found in a wild state on the in the Kuenlun Mountains of Tibet to its
high plateaus of Tibet and in parts of China mouth in the East China Sea th,is great river
and India.
traverses the centre of the country from west
The yak can at once be distinguished by the to east for a distance of some 3,000 miles,
long hair which hangs from each side like a forming with its many connecting canals and
curtain, in some cases touching the ground. rivers a wonderful highway of communication
There is a hump over the forelegs. The colour unparalleled in the whole of the world. Its
of the wild animal is blackish or brown, but basin of ·about 650,000 square miles includes
some of the domesticated breeds are black or the greater part of China proper.
brown and white or wholly white. The tail
A Journey Up the River
is very hairy. The white tips are cut off by
From Shanghai, the commercial outlet for
the Chinese, who dye them red and use them the whole of the basin, 12 miles south of the
as tassels. In India they are used as fly- mouth, you may begin your trip up the river
whisks.
in a large ocean 'steamer; and you will not have
The yak has been domesticated for centuries to change ships until you reach Hankow, a port
in Tibet, and forms a great part of the natives'
about 600 miles inland. As the Yangtze is
wealth. Its milk is rich, and the curd is much 30 to 40 miles wide at its mouth, for some time
used, both fresh and dried. It makes excellent land is not visible. But finally you see the
butter, which is preserved for a long time in seaport of Chinkiang, and after several days'
bladders, and forms an important article of journey, through one of the most beautiful
commerce. The flesh, too, is of fine quality, garden spots in the world, you arrive at
and is often dried and eaten raw. The hair is Hankow, the commercial heart of China.
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