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[ YPRES, EARL OF 
~-------~ ---------------~ 

YUCATAN) 

Europe; the old Gothic Butcher's Hall, with the Mexican states of Yucatan and ·campeche 
its museum of antiquities and paintings ; . and parts of British Honduras and Guatemala. 
the wonderful medireval cathedral -of St. The eastern coast is indented with numerous 
1V1artin ; and many other. works of art, the bays, some forming excellent harbours. The 
pride of the burghers and a witness of the face of the country is for the most part low 
city's former glory. and level. The climate is hot and dry. The 

Then came the World War of 1914-18, soil in parts is very fertile, yielding abundant 
which shamefully damaged these famous ~crops of sisal hemp, maize, cotton, tobacco and 
buildings, leaving at its close a city of wooden .sugar-cane. The inhabitants are mostly Indians 
huts in the ruins of Ypres and a huge grave- and half-breeds. . 
yard in the country A SA C R I F I C E T 0 T H E G R I M G 0 D 0 F W A R . 
round about. · . .._ ~?!' ... 
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Ypres was never held 
by the Germans, but it 
was bombarded con
tinuously by them 
thro11ghout the war. 
The battle of Flanders 
began with an attack 
of the city, in October 
1914, and just south ·of 
it was fought the furious 
battle of St. Eloi, in 
March 1915. The salient 
then formed was - not 
straightened out by the 
Allies· until the summer 
of 1917. In the spring 
and summer of 1918, 
Ypres was once more Here is the Cloth Hall as it appeared after the World War, when countless German shells 

and a great fire had left only a part of the tower and here and there a few feet of wall. 
threatened. 

. YPRES, JOHN DENTON PINKSTONE FRENCH, 

EARL OF (1852-1925). The British Army 
would have missed a very. able officer had not 
young French left the Navy as he did at 
the age of 18 and decided on a military career. 

French first saw active service in 1884, when 
he went to Egypt with the force sent to relieve 
Gordon. But it was in the Boer War (1899-
1902) .that he made his name, as a. cavalry 
commander of . extraordinary brilliance. For 
his services there he was created K.C.B. and 
K.C.M.G. In 1912 he was made Chief of the 
Imperial General Staff, and in the following 
year a field-marshal. 

Commander-in-Chief in France 
In 1914, at the outbreak of the World War, 

he was chosen to lead the Expeditionary Force. 
In Flanders he proved a tower of strength, 
his name being especially associated with Ypres 
and Mons. In 1915 he gave up his command 
to Haig, and in 1916 was made a Viscount. 
He was Lord-Lieutenant of Ireland from 1918 
to 1921, when he retired and was created an 
earl. In 1923 he was appointed captain of 
Deal Castle. 
YUCATA~ (yu-ka-tan'). This tropical penin
sula, which shuts off the Gulf of Mexico from 
the Caribbean Sea, is about 400 miles in length 
and about 200 miles in breadth. It comprises 

The Mayas of Yucatan were a people who 
attained a wealth and splendour of civilization 
far beyond that of any other early people of 
America, and then abandoned their cities to 
the forests, which soon enveloped them. 

According to their ·records, they were 
flourishing 2,000 years ago ; by A.D. 300 they 
were living in beautiful cities in Central 
America. They devised a calendar and a 
chronological system that can be harmonized 
with the European· system, and art flourished. 
A few centuries later they migrated to northern 
Yucatan, where there was a renaissance of 
their brilliant culture. 

. 
Architecture of the Mayas 

The typical Mayan construction is faced 
concrete, the limestone in the region yielding 
abundant material for both mortar and stone. 
Two- or three-story houses were common, and 
ruins of five-story structures have been found. 
These buildings were ornamented with intri
cate carvings, which reveal a keen artistic sense 
as well as skilled workmanship. Although 
metals suitable for tools were rare, gold and 
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copper were used in the fashioning of ornaments. 
The Mayas were expert potters and have left 
many exquisite products of their skill. They 
had books on history, religious rites, and magic, 
which were written in hieroglyphics. 
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