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coast of Arabia until his seat of government
was transferred to Zanzibar in 1832. Thus the
island naturally became a point of departure
for European exploration, · missionary labour,
and commerce in the 19th century.
As you enter the busy harbour, packed
with every kind of craft, from French cargoboats and British warships to Arab dhows, you
feel something of the lure of the tropics, for
Zanzibar lies only 6 degrees south of the
Equator.
Asho~e white flat-roofed houses gleam in the
noonqay glare. The streets are narrow and
dirty, with Hindu money-lenders, Cingalese
merchants, negro porters, :fishermen, and half ..
castes crowding together in amazing confusion.
So long as great "tuskers" roam the impenetrable forests of the interior, romance wi11
cling to Zanzibar, for it is the great ivory port
of the world. Piles of the cream-coloured, shining tusks lie along the sea-front. Here, too, are
heaps of copra (the dried meat of the coconut},
bound chiefly for Marseilles, and many hides
and skins. Countless bales there are of dried
cloves a spice which is intimately bound up
with the development of trade in the East.
The bulk of the world's supply of cloves,
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miles. The population is about 200,000; that
of the city of Zanzibar is about 35,000.
ZE'BRA. This curious striped animal of Africa
is a member of the horse family and is closely
related to the wild ass. The mountain zebra
(Equus zebra) inhabits mountainous regions in
Cape of Good Hope. Owing to the pursuit of
hunters, it was _fast being exterminated, but
is now protected. It is about 4 feet high at
the shoulders. Its general colour is white, with
black stripes on the body, legs, and tail.
Those on the legs extend to the hoofs and
those on the tail to the tuft of hair.
The Handsome Grevy's Zebra

Other species are Grevy's zebra (E. grevyi), a
larger and very handsome animal occurring
in Somaliland and Shoa, and Foa's zebra
(E. foai), which has been found in the mountains near Tete, on the Zambezi River.
Experiments have proved that the zebra
can be made to work well in harness if properly
treated, but it has never been truly domesticated. The flesh is eaten by the natives, and
the hide is used for leather.
The name " quagga," derived from the barklike voice, is applied to somewhat similar
striped animals, which were first found in
the plains of Cape Good of Hope and
THE STRIP~ED
later in other parts of Africa. Many of
WILD HORSE
the various races o(quagga have already
0 :fi· A F R I C A
become extinct, and others are in
.
danger of dying out.
ZEUS (zus). The greatest of the deities
in classical mythology was called Zeus
by the Greeks, Jupiter or Jove by
the Romans. He was the father of
gods and men, protector of kings and
· supporter of law and order, the avenger
of broken oaths and other offences ;
he watched over the state and the
family and over strangers and suppliants; his hand wielded the lightning
and guided the stars ; he ordained
. the changes of the seasons, and regu.,/ lated the whole course of nature.
The son of Kronos and Rhea, Zeus,
'
The Mountain Zebras, of which these are examples, roam the hill according to the ancient story, exregion~ of South Africa.
Hunted by the natives for their flesh, and pelle~ his father and the older dynasby white men for their hides, which make fine leather, they are in
ties of the Titans, assumed the sovegreat danger of becoming extinct.
reignty of the world, and successfully
indeed, now comes from Zanzibar and its resisted the attacks of the giants and the consist-er island, Pemba, just to the north.
spiracies of the gods (see Uranus). After the
The two islands, which have been inde- dethronement of the Titans, Zeus was allotted
pendent of Muscat since 1856, are ruled by the empire of heaven and air, Hades (Pluto)
an Arab sultan, but they have been under that of the infernal regions, and Poseidon
British protection since 1890. The chief island (Neptune) that of· the sea, while the earth
is 48 miles long and 15 broad, and is separated was left under the joint power of the three.
from the African coast by a channel 22 miles
Zeus himself, however, was supreme over
wide. With Pemba, the area of the Zanzibar all. To his palace on Mount Olympus all the
Protectorate is a little more than 1,000 square gods repaired to take counsel and to settle
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