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ZOLA (zo'la), EMnJE (1840-1902). This 
French novelist set out to represent the work· 
ings of the laws of heredity in human society, 
and to this end produced some 20 volumes 
composing the Rougon-Macquart series of 
novels . 

In these he sought to show how a character, 
who had inherited certain tendencies and was 
then placed in certain surroundings, must 
develop ·and :flourish or perish according to 
the strength or weakness that he had inherited 
and the circumstances in which he was placed. 
He selected chiefly individuals whose inheri
tance was weak and vicious. The series conveys 
a marvellous sensation of great masses of 
people, and contains occasional very beautiful 
descriptions and much keen insight into the 
frailties and struggles of the human spirit. 

Zola belonged · to the "naturalist" or 
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and w.as educated at Paris. While wandering 
through the Paris streets looking for employ
ment, sometimes without two sous to jingle 
together in his pocket, he composed the begin
nings of his first published work. But better 
days quickly came, when his abilities were 
r~cognized. 

In the latter part of his life he courageously 
defended the cause of Captain Dreyfus, and 
probably did more than anyone else to right 
the wrong done to that unhappy man. For 
his writings on the subject he was for a time 
exiled by the public officials, and some of his 

• 
works were suppressed. 

Zola's works include : " Contes a Ninon " (1864) ; 
the Rougon-Macquart series (1871-1893) including . 
" L' A.ssommoir " (The Dram shop) (1877}, " Germinal " 
(1885), and " La Debacle " (The Downfall) (1892) ; 
a trilogy, " Les Trois villes" (The Three Cities) , com
prising "Lourde~" (1894), " Rome" (1896), "Paris" 

(1898) ; " Fecondite "(Fruitfulness) (1899) ; " Travail " 
(Work) (1901); and" Verite" (Truth) (1902). .A sequel 
to "Verite" was to have been called "Justice," but 
it was never completed. 
ZOOLOGY. Animal life is the subject of 
·zoology, which is one of the two main divi-
sions of the science of biology. 

In the present-day study of zoology atten· 
tion is directed less to the external appear
ances of anjmals such as shape, colour, 
differences in horns, hoofs, etc. than to 
their internal structure and life processes. 
An attempt is being made to analyse the 
vital activities of animals and to determine 
their proper position in the history of the 

• umverse. 
That which is best and strongest in modern 

zoology is being worked out in the laboratories 
by experiments and observations. These 
studies, especially in the last half-century, · 
are leading to large generalizations regarding 
the science of life. 

The "Father of Natural History" 
The Greek philosopher, Aristotle (384-322 

B.o.), has been called the "Father of Natural 
History." He was a man of truly scientific 
mind, a;nd made many original observations 
on the structure and development of animal 
life. The Roman, Pliny the Elder (A.D. 23-79), 
also wrote on zoology, but in a far less 

., scientific spirit. 
The son oi an Italian engineer, Emile Zola was one of the The revival of anatomy by Vesalius in the 

foremost of modern French novelists. 

" realist " school of French writers that is, 
writers · who tried to show life jJist as it is 
without any comment from themselves. Some 
of his novels outside ~he Rougon-Macquart 
series and some of his short stories and plays 
are of a more agreeable type. 

Zola, who was born in Paris, had a French 
mother and an Italian father, a distinguished 
civil engineer. He spent his boyhood at Aix, 

16th century greatly helped zoology by giving 
a knowledge of structure, the study of which 
was gradually extended downward from the 
higher animals to other forms, including the 
invertebrates. In due time came the study 
of comparative anatomy. The development 
of the microscope, from the 17th century on
wards, was of especial importance as an aid 
to the study of minute animal forms and 
structures. 
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